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UNDERSTANDING THE LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR MUGSHOTS SECTION AND ITS ROLE
IN PUBLIC INFORMATION

For many residents of Nebraska's capital city, the Lincoln Star Journal mugshots section
represents a familiar feature of their local newspaper's online presence. The Lincoln Journal Star, the
primary daily newspaper serving Lincoln and the surrounding Lancaster County area, has long
maintained a public records section that includes booking photos of individuals arrested by local law
enforcement. This section draws significant reader attention and raises important questions about
public access to arrest records, the balance between transparency and privacy, and the lasting
impact of these images on those who appear in them.

The publication of mugshots by the Journal Star is not merely a matter of editorial curiosity but
stems from the legal framework surrounding public records in Nebraska. Understanding how and
why these images are published, who is affected, and what options exist for individuals seeking to
have their photos removed requires a close examination of both state law and newspaper policy.
This article explores the multifaceted aspects of the Lincoln Journal Star mugshot database, its
purpose, its controversies, and practical guidance for navigating this public information system.

What Are Lincoln Journal Star Mugshots
and Why Are They Published?

Mugshots published by the Lincoln Journal Star are booking photographs taken by law enforcement
agencies at the time of an individual's arrest. These images are typically taken at the Lancaster
County Jail or other detention facilities within the newspaper's coverage area. When an individual is
arrested and booked, the booking photo becomes part of the public record, along with other arrest
information such as the charges filed, the date of arrest, and basic demographic details about the
person taken into custody.

The publication of Lincoln Star Journal mugshots is grounded in the principle of government
transparency. The Nebraska Public Records Statute, found in Nebraska Revised Statutes Chapter 84,
establishes that records maintained by government agencies are presumptively open to public
inspection. Arrest records and booking photos fall squarely within this category. The Lincoln Journal
Star, like many newspapers across the United States, publishes these records as a service to the
community, allowing residents to stay informed about law enforcement activities in their area.

From a journalistic perspective, the mugshot section serves several purposes. First, it provides a
deterrent effect, as public awareness of arrests may discourage criminal behavior. Second, it assists
in public safety by allowing citizens to identify individuals who may have been arrested in their
neighborhoods. Third, it satisfies the public's legitimate interest in knowing how law enforcement
resources are being utilized and who is being brought into the justice system. The newspaper
maintains that this information empowers readers and promotes accountability among both law
enforcement and those who are arrested.

How to Access the Lincoln Journal Star
Mugshot Database Online

Accessing mugshot records through the Lincoln Journal Star website is generally straightforward,
though the exact presentation may vary depending on the newspaper's current website design.
Typically, the mugshot section is accessible through the newspaper's main website, often under a
heading such as "Police and Courts," "Public Records," or "Arrests." Some users navigate directly to
the Lincoln Star Journal mugshots page by searching within the site or using external search
engines.

The online mugshot gallery usually displays recent bookings in reverse chronological order, with the
most recent arrests appearing first. Each entry typically includes:

e The individual's full name and age

* The date and time of arrest

e The arresting agency

e The charges filed against the individual

» The booking photo itself

e Sometimes bond amount or custody status

Users can often browse through multiple pages of mugshots or use search functions to locate
specific individuals by name. Some newspaper websites allow filtering by date range or by specific
charges. It is important to note that while the mugshot section is publicly accessible, some
newspapers may require a subscription or registration to view detailed information or to access
archived records. The Lincoln Journal Star, like many local newspapers, may place some of its public
records content behind a paywall to support its journalism operations.

For those seeking mugshot information without a newspaper subscription, direct inquiries to the
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Lancaster County Sheriff's Office or the Lincoln Police Department may yield similar public records.
These agencies maintain their own booking logs and may provide mugshots upon request, though
fees for copies and processing time may apply. The newspaper's online database, however, remains
one of the most convenient sources for consolidated arrest information in the Lincoln area.

Legal Considerations and Public Records
Law in Nebraska

The legal landscape surrounding mugshot publication in Nebraska is shaped by several key
considerations. Under the Nebraska Public Records Statute, arrest records and booking photographs
are generally considered open records. This means that any member of the public, including
newspapers, can request and obtain these records from law enforcement agencies. The Lincoln
Journal Star exercises its right under this statute to publish the Lincoln Star Journal mugshots it
obtains from local authorities.

However, the law does impose certain limitations. Arrest records may be sealed or expunged in
certain circumstances, such as when charges are dismissed, when an individual is acquitted, or
when a conviction is overturned. In cases where records have been lawfully sealed or expunged,
they should no longer be accessible through public records requests, and their publication by the
newspaper would be legally questionable. Individuals who have had their records sealed should
notify the newspaper and request removal of the associated mugshot.

It is also worth noting that Nebraska law does not currently have specific statutes regulating the
commercial publication of mugshots or prohibiting websites from charging for mugshot removal.
This contrasts with some other states that have enacted laws targeting so-called mugshot shaming
websites that demand payment for removal. The Lincoln Journal Star, as a legitimate news
organization, does not typically engage in such practices, but the absence of specific state
regulation means that the newspaper's policies are largely self-determined.

Another legal consideration is the presumption of innocence. While mugshots document an arrest,
they do not indicate guilt. The newspaper generally includes disclaimers noting that all individuals
are presumed innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. However, the mere publication of a
mugshot can create lasting stigma, even if charges are later dropped or the individual is acquitted.
This tension between public access and individual rights remains a subject of ongoing debate among
legal scholars, journalists, and civil liberties advocates.

The Impact of Mugshot Publication on

Individuals and Their Families

The publication of mugshots in the Lincoln Journal Star can have profound and lasting consequences
for those who appear in them. Even when charges are ultimately dismissed or when an individual is
found not guilty, the online presence of a booking photo can persist for years, affecting employment
opportunities, housing applications, professional licensing, and personal relationships. Employers
routinely conduct online searches of job candidates, and the appearance of a mugshot in search
results can create immediate negative impressions, regardless of the ultimate outcome of the legal
case.

Family members of individuals featured in the Lincoln Star Journal mugshots section also
experience collateral consequences. Children may face teasing or bullying at school. Spouses or
partners may encounter judgment from neighbors or colleagues. The stigma associated with arrest
can ripple through social networks, causing embarrassment, shame, and isolation. For families
already navigating the stress and uncertainty of a loved one's legal troubles, the additional burden
of public exposure can be devastating.

Small business owners and professionals in fields requiring public trust, such as healthcare,
education, and finance, may be particularly vulnerable to the negative effects of mugshot
publication. A single arrest, even for a minor offense or a mistaken identity, can damage a
reputation that took years to build. The internet never forgets, and mugshot images can resurface in
search results years after the underlying legal matter has been resolved. This permanence is one of
the most troubling aspects of mugshot publication for those who have been arrested and later
exonerated.

It is also important to recognize that individuals who are arrested but never formally charged, or
who are charged and later have their charges dismissed, may have no legal recourse to force
removal of their mugshot from the newspaper's website. The newspaper is under no legal obligation
to remove content that was lawfully obtained and published as a matter of public record. This
creates a situation where individuals can suffer long-term consequences for contact with the
criminal justice system that did not result in any finding of guilt.

How to Request Removal of a Mugshot
from the Lincoln Journal Star

For individuals seeking to have their mugshot removed from the Lincoln Journal Star website, the
process requires direct communication with the newspaper. The first step is to locate the
newspaper's contact information, specifically the department responsible for managing the public
records or mugshot section. This is typically the newsroom or the webmaster. Sending a polite,
professional request via email is often the most effective approach.

The request should include specific identifying information, such as the individual's full name, the
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date of arrest, and ideally a link to the specific page where the mugshot appears. The individual
should explain the circumstances of their case and why they believe removal is appropriate.
Circumstances that may support a removal request include:

* Charges were dismissed or the individual was acquitted

e The record has been lawfully sealed or expunged

e There was a case of mistaken identity

» The arrest was for a minor offense and significant time has passed
e The individual has completed a diversion program

The Lincoln Journal Star, like many local newspapers, has discretion over whether to remove
mugshots from its website. Some newspapers have formal policies that automatically remove
mugshots after a certain period or upon proof that charges were resolved favorably. Others evaluate
requests on a case-by-case basis. Individuals should be prepared to provide documentation, such as
court records showing dismissal or expungement orders, to support their request.

It is important to manage expectations regarding removal requests. Newspapers are generally
reluctant to remove content that was lawfully obtained and published as a matter of public record.
However, many news organizations have become more sensitive to the long-term consequences of
mugshot publication and may be willing to accommodate reasonable requests, particularly when the
individual can demonstrate that the arrest did not lead to a conviction or that the record has been
legally cleared. Persistence and professionalism in making the request can increase the likelihood of
a favorable outcome.

Alternatives and Third-Party Mugshot
Websites

Beyond the Lincoln Journal Star's own website, individuals may find their mugshots appearing on
third-party websites that aggregate booking photos from multiple sources. These websites often
scrape mugshot data from newspaper websites and law enforcement databases, creating their own
searchable databases. Some of these sites operate as mugshot shaming enterprises, charging
individuals substantial fees to have their photos removed. Others simply republish public records
without any removal option at all.

The presence of Lincoln Star Journal mugshots on third-party websites creates additional
challenges for individuals seeking to control their online reputation. Even if the newspaper agrees to
remove a mugshot from its own website, copies may persist on aggregation sites that the individual

has no direct relationship with. Addressing mugshots on third-party sites often requires separate
removal requests to each site, and some sites are notoriously unresponsive or demand payment for
removal.

For individuals facing this situation, several strategies may help. First, focusing on the original
source, such as the Lincoln Journal Star or the arresting agency, can sometimes lead to downstream
removal, as aggregation sites may eventually update their databases. Second, working with online
reputation management professionals who specialize in mugshot removal can streamline the
process. Third, individuals can take proactive steps to push negative search results lower by
creating positive online content, such as professional profiles, social media accounts, and personal
websites.

It is also worth noting that some states have enacted laws specifically targeting mugshot shaming
websites, requiring them to remove photos upon request and prohibiting them from charging for
removal. Nebraska has not yet passed such legislation, but advocates continue to push for reform. In
the absence of state law, individuals must rely on the voluntary cooperation of websites and
newspapers to manage their online mugshot presence.

The Ethical Debate Surrounding
Newspaper Mugshot Publication

The publication of mugshots by mainstream newspapers like the Lincoln Journal Star raises
important ethical questions that journalists and editors grapple with regularly. On one side of the
debate is the principle of open government and the public's right to know about arrests in their
community. Proponents argue that mugshot publication serves as a check on law enforcement,
deters crime, and keeps citizens informed about potential safety concerns in their neighborhoods.

On the other side of the debate are concerns about privacy, fairness, and the presumption of
innocence. Critics argue that mugshot publication unfairly stigmatizes individuals who have not been
convicted of any crime, often causing more harm than the underlying legal process. They point out
that mugshots are taken at the worst moment of a person's life, often when they are tired,
frightened, or under the influence of substances, and that these images create lasting negative
impressions that are disproportionate to the alleged offense.

Some newspapers have responded to these concerns by changing their mugshot policies. Some
have stopped publishing mugshots altogether, while others only publish them for serious crimes or
when there is a demonstrated public safety need. Others have implemented automatic removal
policies that delete mugshots after charges are resolved or after a set



