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INTRODUCTION TO THE KENMORE
ULTRA WASH III

When it  comes to maintaining a clean
and  efficient  kitchen,  few  appliances
play as vital a role as the dishwasher.
Among the  many options  available  on
the market, the Kenmore Ultra Wash
III has earned a reputation for delivering
powerful  cleaning  performance  and
reliable  operation.  Designed  to  tackle
stubborn  residue,  baked-on  food,  and
everyday messes, this dishwasher model
represents  a  thoughtful  blend  of
engineering  and  user-focused  design.
Whether you are upgrading an older unit
or equipping a new home, understanding
what  the  Kenmore  Ultra  Wash  III  offers
can  help  you  decide  if  it  is  the  right  fit
for your household.
The Kenmore Ultra Wash III  is not just
another dishwasher; it is a system built
around  the  idea  of  thorough  cleaning
without  requiring  excessive  pre-rinsing
or  scrubbing  on  your  part.  Over  the
years,  Kenmore  has  refined  its
dishwasher  technology,  and  the  Ultra
Wash  III  stands  out  as  a  noteworthy
iteration.  This  article  will  walk  you
through  i ts  key  features,  how  it
compares to other models, maintenance
tips,  and  common  troubleshooting
scenarios. By the end, you will  have a
clear  picture  of  what  makes  this
dishwasher  a  popular  choice  among
homeowners.

CORE FEATURES OF THE
KENMORE ULTRA WASH III

Before diving into performance specifics,
it  is  helpful  to  understand  the  core
features  that  define  the  Kenmore  Ultra
Wash III. These elements work together
to create a cleaning experience that is
both effective and convenient.

Advanced Wash
System
The  centerpiece  of  the  Kenmore  Ultra
Wash III  is  its  advanced wash system.
Unlike standard dishwashers that rely on
a  single  spray  arm,  this  model  often
incorporates  multiple  spray  levels  and
targeted jets.  The design ensures that
water  reaches  every  corner  of  the
dishwasher tub, from the bottom rack to
the upper rack and even the silverware
basket.  This  comprehensive  coverage
means  that  dishes  placed  in  less
accessible spots still receive a thorough
cleaning.
In addition, the Ultra Wash III  typically
includes  a  food  disposer  or  a  filtering
system that grinds up food particles and
flushes them away. This prevents debris
from  redepositing  onto  clean  dishes
during the wash cycle.  For  households
that do not have time to scrape every
plate clean before loading, this feature is
a significant time-saver.
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Cycles and
Options
The  Kenmore  Ultra  Wash  III  offers  a
variety  of  wash  cycles  designed  to
handle  different  levels  of  soil  and  dish
types. Common cycles include a heavy-
duty or pots-and-pans cycle for baked-on
messes,  a  normal  cycle  for  everyday
loads,  and  a  light  or  quick  wash  for
lightly  soiled items.  Some models  also
include a rinse-only cycle for dishes you
plan to wash later.
Beyond  the  basic  cycles,  additional
options such as heated dry, sanitize, and
delay  start  add  flexibility.  The  sanitize
option  uses  high-temperature  water  to
reduce  bacteria,  which  is  particularly
useful  for  cutting  boards  and  baby
bottles.  The  delay  start  feature  allows
you to set the dishwasher to run during
off-peak  hours,  potentially  saving  on
energy  costs.

Rack Design and
Capacity
Loading  a  dishwasher  efficiently  can
make  a  big  difference  in  how  many
dishes you can clean in a single cycle.
The  Kenmore  Ultra  Wash  III  typically
features  a  well-designed  rack  system
with adjustable tines, fold-down shelves,
and a  spacious  silverware basket.  The
upper  rack often has height-adjustable
settings, giving you room for taller items
on the lower rack when needed.
Capacity  is  another  strong point.  Most
models in this line can accommodate a
full  household's  worth  of  dishes,
including dinner plates,  bowls,  glasses,
and  cookware.  The  thoughtful  layout

helps you maximize space, so you are
not left hand-washing oversized items.

PERFORMANCE AND CLEANING
RESULTS

Performance is where the Kenmore Ultra
Wash  III  truly  matters.  After  all,  a
dishwasher  is  judged  by  how  clean  it
leaves  your  dishes.  Based  on  user
experiences and technical specifications,
this model generally delivers impressive
results.

Soil Removal and
Drying Efficiency
One of  the  common complaints  about
older  dishwashers  is  the  need  to  pre-
rinse  dishes  before  loading.  With  the
Kenmore Ultra Wash III, that step is often
unnecessary.  The  combination  of
targeted spray jets, hot water, and the
food disposal  system means that even
dried-on cereal,  cheese,  or  sauces are
effectively  removed.  The  heavy-duty
cycle, in particular, uses extended wash
times and higher water temperatures to
break down tough residue.
Drying  performance  is  another  area
where this model shines. Many versions
include a heated dry option that uses a
heating element and a fan to circulate
warm air.  This  helps  plastic  items dry
more completely than they would with
condensation  drying  alone.  For  best
results,  using  a  rinse  aid  can  further
improve  drying  and  reduce  spots  on
glassware.

Noise Level



Kenmore Ultra Wash Iii 3

3

Considerations
Noise is a practical concern, especially if
your kitchen is open to living spaces or if
you  run  the  dishwasher  during  the
evening. The Kenmore Ultra Wash III is
generally considered a moderately quiet
dishwasher.  While  it  may  not  be  as
whisper-quiet as some premium models,
it operates at a level that most users find
acceptable. If noise is a top priority, look
for  models  with  additional  sound-
dampening  insulation.

COMPARING THE KENMORE
ULTRA WASH III TO OTHER
DISHWASHERS

To  put  the  Kenmore  Ultra  Wash  III  in
perspective, it helps to compare it with
other popular dishwasher options in its
class.  This  comparison  covers  build
quality, cleaning capability, and value for
money.

Versus Standard
Kenmore Models
The standard Kenmore dishwasher line
includes basic models that get the job
done  but  may  lack  some  o f  the
advanced  features  found  in  the  Ultra
Wash  III.  The  Ultra  Wash  III  typically
offers  more  spray  coverage,  better
filtration, and a wider range of cycles.  If
you frequently cook with heavy sauces
or bake often, the upgrade to the Ultra
Wash  I I I  can  save  you  t ime  and
frustration.

Versus Other

Brands
When  compared  to  other  brands  like
Whirlpool,  GE,  or  Bosch,  the  Kenmore
Ultra Wash III holds its own. Its cleaning
performance is competitive, and its price
point is often more accessible than some
of  the  high-end  European  models.
However, some brands may offer slightly
quieter  operation  or  more  energy-
efficient  designs.  The  choice  ultimately
comes down to  which  features  matter
most to you and your budget.

Energy and
Water Efficiency
Modern dishwashers are expected to be
energy-efficient,  and  the  Kenmore  Ultra
Wash III meets current standards. Most
models  are  Energy  Star  certified,
meaning  they  use  less  water  and
electricity  than  older  models.  This  not
only  reduces  your  utility  bills  but  also
lessens your environmental footprint. If
you are replacing a dishwasher that is
more than ten years old, you will likely
notice a significant drop in water usage.

MAINTENANCE TIPS FOR
LONGEVITY

Like any appliance,  the Kenmore Ultra
Wash III requires regular maintenance to
keep it  running smoothly.  With a little
care, you can extend the lifespan of your
dishwasher  and  maintain  its  cleaning
performance.

Cleaning the
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Filter and Spray
Arms
The  filter  in  the  Kenmore  Ultra  Wash  III
traps food particles and prevents them
from re-entering the wash water.  Over
time,  this  filter  can  become  clogged,
reducing  water  flow  and  cleaning
effectiveness. It is a good idea to remove
and  rinse  the  filter  every  few  months,
depending  on  how  often  you  run  the
dishwasher.  Simply  lift  it  out,  rinse  it
under warm water, and scrub away any
buildup with a soft brush.
The spray arms should also be inspected
periodically.  Food  particles  or  mineral
deposits  can  block  the  tiny  spray
nozzles. If you notice that dishes are not
getting clean in  certain  areas,  remove
the spray arms and clean the nozzles
with a toothpick or a small wire. Make
sure  the  spray  arms spin  freely  when
you reattach them.

Checking the
Door Seal and
Hoses
The door  seal  is  a  rubber  gasket  that
keeps  water  inside  the  dishwasher
during a cycle. If it becomes cracked or
worn,  leaks can occur.  Wipe down the
seal  regularly  with  a  damp  cloth  to
remove residue, and check for any signs
of wear. Similarly, inspect the inlet and
drain  hoses  for  kinks  or  leaks.  If  you
not ice  water  pool ing  under  the
dishwasher,  it  is  worth checking these
components.

Using
Dishwasher
Cleaner
Even  with  regular  filter  cleaning,  some
bui ldup  of  grease,  l imescale,  or
detergent residue can accumulate inside
the  dishwasher.  Using  a  commercial
dishwasher cleaner once every month or
two  can  help  remove  these  deposits.
S imply  p lace  the  c leaner  in  the
detergent cup and run a hot water cycle.
This  keeps  your  machine  fresh  and
prevents odors.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
ISSUES

Even  the  best  d ishwashers  can
encounter problems from time to time.
Here are some common issues with the
Kenmore  Ultra  Wash  III  and  how  to
address them.

Dishes Not
Getting Clean
If your dishes are coming out with food
residue,  the  first  thing  to  check  is  the
filter  and  spray  arms  as  described
above.  Also,  make  sure  you  are  not
o v e r l o a d i n g  t h e  d i s h w a s h e r .
Overcrowding can block water spray and
prevent proper cleaning. Verify that you
are using the appropriate cycle for the
soil level, and consider using a detergent
with  enzymes  that  help  break  down
food.
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Standing Water
at the Bottom
Standing water after a cycle is usually a
sign of a clogged drain or a faulty drain
pump. Check the drain basket for large
food particles or debris. If the drain hose
is  kinked,  straighten  it  out.  If  the
problem persists,  the drain pump may
need to be serviced or replaced.

Unusual Noises
Grinding or rattling noises can occur if a
utensil falls and hits the spray arm, or if
something small like a toothpick or olive
pit  gets caught in the pump. Carefully
inspect the bottom of the dishwasher for
foreign objects. If the noise is metallic,
check  that  no  silverware  has  fallen
through the basket.

Error Codes
Modern dishwashers display error codes
to help diagnose problems. The Kenmore
Ultra Wash III may show a blinking light
pattern or a digital  code. Consult  your
owner's  manual  for  the  specific  code
interpretation. Common codes relate to
water  heating,  fill  time,  or  drainage
issues. Many of these can be resolved by
checking  basic  connections,  but  some
may require professional service.

TIPS FOR OPTIMAL USE

Getting the most out of your Kenmore
Ultra  Wash  III  involves  a  few  simple
habits  that  can  improve  cleaning  and
reduce wear.

Scrape, don't rinse: Remove
large food scraps but avoid pre-
rinsing. The dishwasher's sensors

need some soil to optimize the
cycle.
Load strategically: Place larger
items on the bottom rack and
smaller items on top. Angle plates
downward so water can run off.
Use the right detergent: High-
quality detergent tablets or pods
often perform better than powder.
Avoid using too much detergent,
which can leave residue.
Run hot water first: Run your
kitchen faucet until the water is
hot before starting the dishwasher.
This ensures the dishwasher
begins with hot water.
Select the proper cycle: For
lightly soiled loads, use the quick
cycle to save energy. For pots and
pans, use the heavy-duty cycle.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND COST
CONSIDERATIONS

Choosing a dishwasher like the Kenmore
Ultra  Wash  III  has  both  environmental
and  financial  implications.  Because  it  is
Energy  Star  certified,  it  uses  less  water
than  hand  washing.  According  to
estimates,  hand washing a full  load of
dishes can use up to 27 gallons of water,
while  an  efficient  dishwasher  may  use
less than 6 gallons.  Over  a  year,  that
difference adds up significantly.
In terms of electricity, the Kenmore Ultra
Wash III is designed to minimize energy
consumption  during  the  wash  and dry
cycles. Using the air-dry option instead
of heated dry can further reduce energy
use. The delay start feature also allows
you  to  take  advantage  of  lower
electricity rates if your utility offers time-
of-use pricing.

CONCLUSION

The Kenmore Ultra Wash III is a solid,
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dependable  dishwasher  that  balances
cleaning power with practical  features.
Its  advanced  wash  system,  well-
designed  racks,  and  range  of  cycles
make it  a  versatile  choice for  families
and individuals alike. While no appliance
is perfect, the Ultra Wash III addresses
the  most  common  pain  points  of
dishwashing, such as the need for pre-

rinsing  and  the  challenge  of  dried-on
food.  With  regular  maintenance  and
smart usage, this dishwasher can serve
your kitchen reliably for many years. If
you are in the market for a mid-range
dishwasher  that  delivers  consistent
results,  the  Kenmore  Ultra  Wash  III  is
certainly worth considering.


