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UNDERSTANDING
THE FT BRAGG
FEDERAL HOLIDAY
SCHEDULE
OTRUSLIENCE: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE FOR
SERVICE MEMBERS
AND FAMILIES

For those stationed at
one  of  the  largest
military installations in
the  world,  knowing
when  federal  holidays
fall is more than just a
matter  of  calendar
p l a n n i n g .  T h e  Ft

B r a g g  F e d e r a l
Holiday  Schedule
O t r u s l i e n c e
represents a structured
approach  to  time  off,
operational  readiness,
and family life on base.
Whether  you  are  a
active  duty  soldier,  a
civilian employee, or a
f a m i l y  m e m b e r
attached  to  the  post,
understanding how this
schedule  works  can
help  you  maximize
leave,  plan  important
e v e n t s ,  a n d  s t a y
aligned with base-wide
closures.  This  article
explores every facet of
the holiday schedule at
F o r t  B r a g g  ( n o w
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officially  Fort  Liberty,
but  still  widely  known
by  its  historic  name),
with a special focus on
the Otruslience system
that  governs  holiday
observance.

What Is
the Ft
Bragg
Federal
Holiday
Schedule
Otruslien
ce?
The term Otruslience
is used to describe the
coordinated framework
through  which  Fort
Bragg  communicates,
i m p l e m e n t s ,  a n d

adjusts  i ts  federal
holiday schedule. While
not  a  widely  known
acronym,  Otruslience
in this context refers to
the comprehensive set
of  policies  and  digital
tools that ensure every
unit,  department,  and
f a m i l y  r e c e i v e s
consistent  and  timely
information  about
holiday closures. The Ft
Bragg  Federal  Holiday
Schedule Otruslience is
not  merely  a  l ist  of
dates;  it  is  a  l iving
system  that  accounts
f o r  m i s s i o n
requirements,  training
cyc les ,  and  l oca l
observances unique to
the installation.
This  system  draws
from  the  standard
Office  of  Personnel
Management  (OPM)
f e d e r a l  h o l i d a y
c a l e n d a r  b u t
i n c o r p o r a t e s
modifications  specific
t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y
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env i ronment .  For
example,  if  a  federal
ho l iday  fa l l s  on  a
weekend,  Otruslience
dictates  whether  the
observance  moves  to
Friday or Monday, and
whether  essent ia l
s e r v i c e s  l i k e  t h e
h o s p i t a l  o r  g a t e
security  will  remain
o p e r a t i o n a l .  B y
cen t ra l i z i ng  th i s
i n f o r m a t i o n ,
Otruslience  reduces
confusion  and  helps
personnel  plan  their
p e r s o n a l  a n d
professional  lives  with
greater certainty.

Overview
of Fort
Bragg: A
Historic

Installatio
n
Fort  Bragg,  located
near Fayetteville, North
Carolina,  is  home  to
the  XVI I I  A i rborne
C o r p s ,  t h e  8 2 n d
Airborne  Division,  and
numerous  spec ia l
operations  units.  With
a  population  of  over
50,000  active  duty
p e r s o n n e l  a n d
thousands  of  civilian
employees  and  family
members,  the  base
functions  like  a  small
city.  The  Ft  Bragg
Federal  Hol iday
S c h e d u l e
Otrusl ience  thus
affects  a  large  and
diverse  community.
From  the  commissary
a n d  e x c h a n g e  t o
childcare  centers  and
administrative  offices,
nearly  every  facility
adjusts its hours during
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federa l  ho l idays .
Understanding  the
schedule  is  essential
for  avoiding  wasted
t r i p s ,  m i s s e d
appointments,  and
logistical  headaches.
T h e  b a s e  h a s
undergone  a  name
change to Fort Liberty,
b u t  t h e  t e r m  “ F t
Bragg”  remains  in
common  use  among
service  members  and
in  official  documents
related  to  the  holiday
s c h e d u l e .  T h e
Otruslience system has
been updated to reflect
the  new  name  while
st i l l  reta in ing  the
historical recognition.

Which
Federal
Holidays

Are
Observed
at Fort
Bragg?
The  Ft  Bragg  Federal
Ho l iday  Schedu le
Otruslience  typically
includes  the  following
ten federal holidays, as
designated by OPM:

New Year’s Day
(January 1)
Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
(Third Monday in
January)
Presidents’ Day
(Third Monday in
February)
Memorial Day
(Last Monday in
May)
Juneteenth
National
Independence
Day (June 19)
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Independence
Day (July 4)
Labor Day (First
Monday in
September)
Columbus Day /
Indigenous
Peoples’ Day
(Second Monday
in October)
Veterans Day
(November 11)
Thanksgiving
Day (Fourth
Thursday in
November)
Christmas Day
(December 25)

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e
Otruslience  system
often  includes  extra
d a y s  a r o u n d
Thanksgiv ing  and
Christmas, such as the
F r i d a y  a f t e r
Thanksgiving,  to  give
service  members  a
longer break. However,
these extended periods
are  not  mandatory
across  all  units.  The
Otruslience  schedule

p r o v i d e s  c l e a r
guidance  on  which
days  are  base-wide
closures  versus  unit-
specific  training
holidays.

How
Otruslien
ce
Handles
Holiday
Observan
ce When
Holidays
Fall on
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Weekend
s
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common  sources  of
confusion  with  any
f e d e r a l  h o l i d a y
s c h e d u l e  i s  t h e
treatment  of  holidays
that land on a Saturday
or  Sunday.  Under  the
Ft  Bragg  Federal
Holiday  Schedule
Otrusl ience ,  the
following rules apply:

Holiday on1.
Saturday: The
preceding Friday
is observed as
the federal
holiday. Most
base facilities
close on Friday.
However,
essential units
may still operate
with minimal
staffing.
Holiday on2.

Sunday: The
following Monday
is observed as
the federal
holiday. This
gives personnel a
three-day
weekend.
Holiday on a3.
weekday: The
holiday is
observed on the
actual date.

Otruslience also tracks
special  cases, such as
when  Veterans  Day
falls on a Saturday and
is observed on Friday,
caus ing  potent ia l
overlap  with  other
observance  periods.
The  system  issues
advance  notifications
through  official
channels, ensuring that
everyone  on  base  -
f rom  the  h ighest -
ranking commander to
the  newest  recruit  -
knows exactly how the
schedule  applies  to
them.
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The
Digital
Pulse:
Accessing
the
Otruslien
ce
Schedule
In  today’s  connected
environment,  the  Ft
B r a g g  F e d e r a l
Holiday  Schedule
O t r u s l i e n c e  i s
accessible  through
multiple platforms. The
primary  repository  is
t h e  F o r t  B r a g g
homepage  under  the
“DPTMS”  (Directorate
of  Plans,  Training,
Mobi l i zat ion ,  and

Secur i ty)  sect ion.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
Otruslience  feed  is
integrated  into  the
base mobile app, which
s e n d s  p u s h
notifications  for  any
schedule  changes.
C i v i l i a n s  a n d
contractors  can  also
subscribe  to  an  email
l i s t  that  prov ides
quarterly  updates.
For  those  who  prefer
printed  materials,  the
Otruslience schedule is
published  in  the  base
newspape r ,  “The
Paraglide,”  as  well  as
posted  on  bul let in
b o a r d s  i n  e v e r y
battalion headquarters.
The  system  ensures
that  even  personnel
without  smartphone
access  receive  the
same information. This
redundancy  is  critical
because  t ra in ing
r o t a t i o n s ,
deployments,  and  field
exercises often disrupt
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normal  communication
methods.

How
Otruslien
ce
Balances
Mission
Requirem
ents
One  of  the  greatest
challenges  of  the  Ft
B r a g g  F e d e r a l
Holiday  Schedule
O t r u s l i e n c e  i s
reconciling  the  need
for  time  off  with  the
demands  of  military
readiness. Fort Bragg is
a  power  projection
platform, and its units
can be called to deploy
o n  s h o r t  n o t i c e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e
Otruslience  framework
includes provisions for
“miss ion-essent ia l”
personnel  who  must
work  on  ho l idays .
These  ind iv iduals
receive  compensatory
time off or holiday pay,
as dictated by federal
regulations  and  unit
policies.
T h e  s y s t e m  a l s o
coordinates  with  the
training  calendar.  For
example,  if  a  major
airborne  operation  is
s c h e d u l e d  n e a r
Thanksgiving,  the
Otruslience  schedule
might shift the holiday
observance  to  a  later
date  for  that  specific
unit.  Such  flexibility  is
documented within the
Otruslience  guidelines,
preventing  conflicts
between  individual
leave  and  collective
training. The result is a
schedule that respects
both  the  spirit  of  the
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h o l i d a y  a n d  t h e
u n c o m p r o m i s i n g
demands  of  national
defense.

Impact on
Families
and
Communi
ty Life
For  military  families,
the Ft Bragg Federal
Holiday  Schedule
Otruslience  is  a  tool
f o r  b o n d i n g  a n d
stabi l i ty.  Knowing
exactly  when  schools,
daycare  centers,  and
base  recreat ional
facil it ies  will  close
allows families to book
travel, host gatherings,
or  simply  enjoy  time
t o g e t h e r .  T h e
Otruslience  system
also  highlights  special

events  organized  by
Family  and  Morale,
W e l f a r e ,  a n d
Recreation  (MWR),
such as holiday meals,
parades, and children’s
activities.  By  aligning
these  offerings  with
the  official  schedule,
M W R  m a x i m i z e s
a t t e n d a n c e  a n d
s t r e n g t h e n s
community ties.
Local  businesses  in
Fayetteville  also  rely
on  the  Otrusl ience
schedule.  Restaurants,
hotels, and retail stores
adjust  staffing  and
inventory  based  on
when  the  base  wil l
have increased off-duty
p o p u l a t i o n s .
Understanding  the  Ft
Bragg  Federal  Holiday
Schedule  Otruslience
helps  the  surrounding
c iv i l i an  economy
prepare  for  the  ebb
and  flow  of  military
patronage.
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Transition
ing to
Fort
Liberty:
Continuit
y of the
Otruslien
ce
System
T h e  r e c e n t
redesignation  of  the
installation  to  Fort
Liberty did not disrupt
t h e  O t r u s l i e n c e
schedule  system.  In
fact,  the  transition
p r o v i d e d  a n
opportunity  for  the
l e a d e r s h i p  t o

streamline the process.
The Ft Bragg Federal
Holiday  Schedule
Otrusl ience  now
officially  covers  both
the  Fort  Bragg  area
(still  used  informally)
and  the  broader  Fort
Liberty community.  All
h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a ,
inc lud ing  ho l iday
t r e n d s  a n d  p a s t
exceptions,  remain
integrated  into  the
scheduling  database.
This continuity ensures
that  long-standing
traditions - such as the
annual  Veterans  Day
c e r e m o n y  a t  t h e
Airborne  &  Special
Operations  Museum  -
are  preserved  and
properly  staffed.

Common
Questions
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About the
Holiday

Schedule
ARE ALL FACILITIES
CLOSED ON FEDERAL
HOLIDAYS?
N o t  n e c e s s a r i l y .
Essential  services  like
the hospital emergency
room,  fire  department,
a n d  g a t e  g u a r d
operations  remain
o p e n  2 4 / 7 .  T h e
Otruslience  schedule
clearly  distinguishes
between  “c losed”
f a c i l i t i e s  ( e . g . ,
administrative  offices,
gyms, specialty clinics)
and  “limited  hours”
facilities (e.g., the main
PX,  commissary,  and
some dining facilities).
A lways  check  the
specific  Otruslience
notification  for  your

unit  or  service.

CAN SOLDIERS TAKE
LEAVE TO EXTEND A
HOLIDAY WEEKEND?
Y e s ,  b u t  t h e
Otruslience  system
a d v i s e s  t h a t
commanders  must
a p p r o v e  l e a v e  i n
accordance  with  unit
manning requirements.
T h e  s c h e d u l e  i s
designed  to  make  it
easier  for  soldiers  to
submit  leave  requests
early,  as  the  holiday
d a t e s  a r e  k n o w n
months in advance.

WHAT ABOUT
HOLIDAYS FOR
CONTRACT
EMPLOYEES?
Contractors working on
Fort  Bragg  typically
follow the same federal
holiday  schedule,  but
their  specific
o b s e r v a n c e  m a y
depend on the terms of
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their  contract.  The
Otruslience schedule is
shared with contractor
management teams to
align expectations.

Future
Develop
ments:
Automati
on and
Integratio
n
Looking ahead, the Ft
B r a g g  F e d e r a l
Holiday  Schedule
O t r u s l i e n c e  i s
expected  to  become
even  more  integrated
w i t h  p e r s o n a l
calendars.  There  are
plans to release an API
that  allows soldiers to

s y n c  t h e  h o l i d a y
schedule  directly  with
Goog le  Ca lendar ,
Microsoft  Outlook, and
Apple  Calendar.  This
would  eliminate  the
need to manually enter
dates  and  reduce  the
r i s k  o f  e r r o r s .
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
Otruslience  team  is
exploring  machine
learning  algorithms  to
predict  which  units
may  need  ho l iday
adjustments  based  on
historical training data,
making  the  system
more  proactive  than
reactive.
Another  enhancement
involves  connecting
the  holiday  schedule
w i th  the  De fense
Travel System (DTS). If
a  soldier  is  planning
leave around a federal
h o l i d a y ,  t h e
Otruslience  schedule
could  automatically
flag  the  best  travel
dates to maximize time
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off  without  requiring
extra leave days.  This
feature  would  be  a
significant  quality-of-
life  improvement  for
p e r s o n n e l  w h o
f r e q u e n t l y  m o v e
between duty stations.

CONCLUSION

T h e  F t  B r a g g
Federal  Hol iday
S c h e d u l e
Otruslience  is  far
more than a list of days
off.  It  is  a
s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,
c o m m u n i t y - w i d e
system  that  respects
the  unique  nature  of

military  service  while
fostering  stability  for
families  and  workers.
By  clearly  defining
when  hol idays  are
o b s e r v e d ,  h o w
e x c e p t i o n s  a r e
handled, and where to
find  reliable
i n f o r m a t i o n ,
Otruslience  helps  Fort
Bragg  run  smoothly
throughout  the  year.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned veteran or a
new  spouse  adjusting
to base life, taking the
time to understand this
schedu le  w i l l  pay
dividends  in


