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YOUR COMPLETE
ROADMAP TO
PASSING THE
LOUISIANA
CHAUFFEUR
LICENSE EXAM

If  you  are  looking  to
turn your driving skills
into  a  professional
career,  obtaining  a
Louisiana  chauffeur
license is  a  necessary
first  step.  Whether you
p l a n  t o  d r i v e  a
limousine,  operate  a
taxi in New Orleans, or
transport  passengers
across  the  state,  this
credential opens doors
t o  a  s t a b l e  a n d

rewarding  profession.
However,  the  process
can feel overwhelming
w i thou t  the  r i gh t
preparat ion .  Th is
Louisiana  chauffeur
license  study  guide  is
designed  to  simplify
everything you need to
k n o w — f r o m
understanding  the
legal  requirements  to
mastering  the  written
test  and  road  skills
exam.  By  the  end  of
this  guide,  you  will
h a v e  a  c l e a r ,
actionable  plan  for
earning  your  license
with  confidence.

WHAT IS A
LOUISIANA
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CHAUFFEUR
LICENSE?

A  Louisiana  chauffeur
license is a specialized
credential  required for
o p e r a t i n g  m o t o r
vehicles  designed  to
transport  passengers
for compensation. This
i n c l u d e s  t a x i s ,
limousines,  rideshare
vehicles (such as Uber
and  Lyft),  courtesy
shuttles,  and  certain
commerc ia l  vans.
Unlike a standard Class
E  driver's  license,  the
chauffeur  license  has
a d d i t i o n a l
requirements  and
testing  procedures,
because  the  safety  of
passengers  and  the
public is at stake when
y o u  d r i v e
professionally.
The  Louisiana  Office  of
Motor  Vehicles  (OMV)
oversees  the  issuance
of  chauffeur  licenses.
The license is classified

under Class D, which is
specifically  designated
f o r  d r i v e r s  w h o
transport  people  for
hire.  Understanding
what  qualifies  as  a
chauffeur  vehicle  and
the  specific  rules  that
a p p l y  t o  C l a s s  D
d r i v e r s  i s  t h e
foundation  of  your
study  plan.

Who
Needs a
Louisiana
Chauffeur
License?
You  need  a  chauffeur
license if you drive any
o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
vehicles as part of your
job:

Taxis and
limousines
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Rideshare
vehicles (Uber,
Lyft, Via)
Airport shuttles
and hotel
courtesy vans
Party buses and
specialty
passenger vans
Non-emergency
medical
transport
vehicles (if
carrying
passengers)

It is important to note
that a chauffeur license
is  not  the  same as  a
commercial  driver's
license (CDL). A CDL is
required  for  larger
vehicles  l ike  semi-
trucks,  buses  with  16
or  more  passengers,
a n d  v e h i c l e s
transporting hazardous
m a t e r i a l s .  T h e
chauffeur  license
c o v e r s  s m a l l e r
passenger  vehicles
used  for  hire.

ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS
FOR A LOUISIANA
CHAUFFEUR
LICENSE

Be fo re  you  beg in
studying  in  earnest,
you  must  confirm  that
you  meet  the  basic
eligibility  standards.
The Louisiana OMV has
clear requirements that
all  applicants  must
satisfy. Failing to meet
any  of  these  could
prevent  you  f rom
taking  the  test.

Age and
Residenc
y
Requirem
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ents
You must be at
least 18 years
old.
You must be a
Louisiana
resident.
You must hold a
valid Louisiana
Class E driver's
license (the
standard driver's
license).

Medical
and
Physical
Fitness
Professional  driving
demands  good  vision
and physical capability.
You will be required to
pass a vision test that
meets  the  minimum
standards  set  by  the

OMV. Additionally,  you
must  not  have  any
medical  condition that
would  impair  your
ability  to  operate  a
passenger  vehicle
safely.  If  you  have  a
condition  that  may
affect your driving, you
may  need  a  medical
certificate  from  your
doctor.

Backgrou
nd Check
and
Driving
Record
A clean driving record
is  essential.  The  OMV
will review your driving
history  for  serious
violations.  Typically,
you  cannot  have:

A suspended or
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revoked license.
Multiple at-fault
accidents within
a recent period.
Convictions for
DWI or DUI
within the past
several years.
Felony
convictions that
relate to driving
or moral
turpitude
(depending on
the employer).

Important note: Your
potential  employer
( t a x i  c o m p a n y ,
rideshare  platform,
etc.) may also run their
own background check,
wh ich  cou ld  have
stricter standards than
the state. Always check
with  your  employer
before  applying.

STEP-BY-STEP
APPLICATION
PROCESS FOR THE

LOUISIANA
CHAUFFEUR
LICENSE

Once you are confident
y o u  m e e t  t h e
requirements,  follow
this  process  to  apply
f o r  y o u r  C l a s s  D
license. Having a clear
sequence will help you
avoid  unnecessary
trips  to  the  OMV.

Step 1:
Gather
Required
Documen
ts
Visit  your  local  OMV
field  office  with  the
fo l lowing  or ig inal
documents:

Proof of identity
(valid U.S.
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passport, birth
certificate, or
military ID).
Proof of Social
Security number
(Social Security
card, W-2 form,
or pay stub with
your SSN).
Proof of
Louisiana
residency (utility
bill, lease
agreement, or
bank statement
with your current
address).
Your current
Louisiana Class E
driver’s license.

Step 2:
Submit
Applicatio

n and Pay
Fees
C o m p l e t e  t h e
app l i ca t i on  f o rm
provided  by  the  OMV
(Form  DPSMV-2003).
The fee for a Louisiana
chauffeur  license  is
around $35 to $40, but
t h i s  a m o u n t  c a n
change,  so  check  the
current  fee  schedule
on the Louisiana OMV
website.  Payment  is
typically  accepted  by
cash,  debit  card,  or
credit  card.

Step 3:
Pass the
Written
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Knowledg
e Test
T h e  w r i t t e n  t e s t
a s s e s s e s  y o u r
unders tand ing  o f
Louisiana  traffic  laws,
safe  driving  practices,
and  specific  rules  that
apply  to  passenger
transport. This is where
the Louisiana chauffeur
license  study  guide
becomes  your  most
valuable resource. The
test typically covers:

Traffic signs and
signals
Right-of-way
rules
Speed limits and
safe following
distances
Alcohol and drug
laws
Passenger safety
and
loading/unloadin
g procedures

Vehicle
inspection basics
Louisiana specific
driving laws
(e.g., move over
law, distracted
driving law)

Step 4:
Pass the
Driving
Skills Test
Af te r  pass ing  the
written exam, you will
take  a  road  test  in  a
vehicle that meets the
requirements  for  a
chauffeur  license.  You
m u s t  p r o v i d e  a
properly registered and
insured  passenger
vehicle  for  the  test.
The  driving  exam will
evaluate your ability to
control  the  vehicle,
obey  traffic  signals,
perform turns and lane
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changes, parallel park,
and  demons t ra te
defens ive  dr iv ing
techniques.

Step 5:
Receive
Your
Chauffeur
License
Once  you  pass  both
t e s t s  a n d  a l l
documentat ion  i s
verified,  you  will
receive  your  Class  D
chauffeur  license.  The
license is valid for four
years,  and  you  must
renew  it  before  the
expirat ion  date  to
maintain your eligibility
to drive for hire.

ESSENTIAL STUDY

TOPICS FOR THE
LOUISIANA
CHAUFFEUR
LICENSE WRITTEN
TEST

The written test is not
difficult  if  you  prepare
properly.  This  section
o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a
chauffeur license study
guide breaks down the
key topics you need to
master.  Focus  your
study  time  on  these
areas.

Traffic
Laws and
Regulatio
ns
You  must  know  the
standard  traffic  laws
that apply to all drivers
in  Louis iana.  Th is
includes speed limits in
different  zones  (school
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zones,  construction
zones,  highways),
stopping  distances,
r i g h t - o f - w a y  a t
intersections,  and
turning  ru les.  Pay
special  attention  to
Louisiana-specific  laws
that  differ  from  other
states,  such  as  the
“Move  Over”  law that
requires  drivers  to
change  lanes  or  slow
down  for  emergency
vehicles  and  roadside
assistance.

Safe
Driving
Practices
The  test  will  evaluate
your  ability  to  drive
s a f e l y  i n  v a r i o u s
condi t ions .  Study
topics  include:

Defensive driving
techniques
(scanning,

anticipating
hazards,
maintaining
space around
your vehicle).
Handling adverse
weather (rain,
fog,
ice—Louisiana
has all of these).
Night driving and
reduced visibility.
Sharing the road
with pedestrians,
cyclists, and
commercial
vehicles.
Distracted
driving
(Louisiana has
strict laws
against texting
while driving).

Passenge
r Safety
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and
Loading
Procedur

es
As  a  p ro fess iona l
d r i v e r ,  y o u  a r e
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
passenger safety at all
times.  The  test  may
include questions on:

How to safely
load and unload
passengers,
especially on
busy streets or in
parking lots.
Use of seat belts
(Louisiana law
requires all
passengers to
wear seat belts).
Proper use of
child safety seats
when
transporting
children.

Dealing with
passengers who
are disruptive or
impaired.

Vehicle
Inspectio
n and
Maintena
nce
You  should  know  the
b a s i c  p a r t s  o f  a
passenger vehicle and
h o w  t o  p e r f o r m  a
s i m p l e  p r e - t r i p
inspection.  The  exam
wi l l  no t  requ i re  a
mechanical  inspection,
but  understanding
common vehicle issues
(flat  tires,  warning
lights,  fluid  levels)  is
good  practice  for  the
written  test  and  for
your  job.
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Alcohol,
Drugs,
and
Medical
Fitness
Louisiana  has  strict
DWI  laws.  You  must
understand  the  legal
b l o o d  a l c o h o l
concentration  (BAC)
l i m i t s  f o r  n o n -
c o m m e r c i a l  a n d
commercial drivers. For
chauffeur  license
holders,  the  BAC limit
is  0.08%,  but  many
employers  enforce  a
zero-tolerance  policy.
You  must  also  know
the  consequences  of
refusing  a  chemical
test  (implied  consent
law) and the penalties
for a DWI conviction.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE
LOUISIANA
CHAUFFEUR
LICENSE ROAD
TEST

Passing  the  driving
skil ls  test  requires
p r a c t i c e  a n d
confidence.  You will  be
tested  on  your  ability
to operate a passenger
vehicle  safely  and
efficiently.  Use  these
tips  to  prepare.

Practice
Basic
Driving
Maneuver
s
Focus on the skills that
are  most  commonly
evaluated  during  the
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road  test:

Parallel
parking:
Practice in a
quiet area until
you can park
within 12 inches
of the curb.
Three-point
turns and K-
turns: Know how
to turn around
safely in a
narrow street.
Lane changes:
Always check
mirrors and blind
spots, and use
turn signals.
Right-of-way:
Approach
intersections
with caution and
yield
appropriately.
Backing up:
Practice
reversing in a
straight line
while looking
over your
shoulder.

Develop
Defensive
Driving
Habits
The  examiner  wi l l
notice whether you are
scanning  the  road,
check ing  m i r ro r s
f r e q u e n t l y ,  a n d
k e e p i n g  a  s a f e
following  distance.
Make  these  habits
a u t o m a t i c  b y
practicing  them  every
time  you  drive.  This
will  not  only help you
pass  the  test  but  will
also make you a safer
professional driver.

Know
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Your Test
Vehicle
The  vehicle  you  bring
to the road test  must
be  in  good  working
condition.  Make  sure
al l  l ights,  s ignals,
brakes, tires, and seat
belts  are  functional.
The  examiner  wi l l
perform a brief vehicle
safety check before the
test begins.

TOP STUDY
RESOURCES FOR
THE LOUISIANA
CHAUFFEUR
LICENSE EXAM

T o  m a k e  y o u r
p r e p a r a t i o n  a s
effective  as  possible,
use  a  combination  of
official  and
supplementary  study
m a t e r i a l s .  T h i s
Louisiana  chauffeur
license study guide is a

great  starting  point,
but  you  should  also
consider  the  following
resources.

Louisiana
OMV
Driver's
Manual
The  official  Louisiana
D r i v e r ’ s  G u i d e
(published by the OMV)
i s  t h e  m o s t
authoritative source for
test  questions.  The
written exam is based
directly on the content
i n  t h i s  m a n u a l .
Download the PDF from
the  Louisiana  OMV
website  or  pick  up  a
print  copy  at  any  field
office.  Focus  on
chapters  related  to
traffic  laws,  safe
driving, and passenger
transport.
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Online
Practice
Tests
Many  websites  offer
free  practice  tests
specifically  for  the
Louisiana  chauffeur
license. Taking multiple
practice  exams  will
help you identify  your
weak  areas  and  get
comfortable  with  the
f o r m a t  o f  t h e
questions.  Look  for
tests that are updated
to  reflect  current
Louisiana  laws.

Study
Apps and
Flashcard

s
M o b i l e  a p p s  t h a t
simulate  the  written
exam  can  be  very
helpful for studying on
the  go.  Some  apps
allow you to track your
progress and focus on
the topics you need to
review  most.  You  can
also  create  your  own
flashcards  for  traffic
signs,  fines,  and
passenger safety rules.

Local
Driving
Schools
If you prefer structured
learning,  consider
enrolling  in  a  driving
school  that  offers  a
chauffeur  license
preparation  course.
Many  schools  provide
b o t h  c l a s s r o o m
instruction and behind-
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the-wheel  training,
which  can  great ly
i n c r e a s e  y o u r
confidence for the road
test.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
APPLYING FOR A
LOUISIANA
CHAUFFEUR
LICENSE

Many applicants  make
errors  that  delay  the
process or cause them
t o  f a i l  t h e  e x a m .
K n o w i n g  t h e s e
common  pitfalls  will
help  you  avoid  them.

Bringing
Incomplet
e

Documen
ts
The OMV is strict about
d o c u m e n t a t i o n .
Forgetting  your  Social
S e c u r i t y  c a r d  o r
bringing an expired ID
can mean an extra trip
to  the  office.  Double-
check  the  required
documents  list  before
you go.

Not
Studying
the
Official
Manual
Relying only on online
summaries  or  practice
tests can leave gaps in
your  knowledge.  The
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written  test  covers
specific details that are

on l y  f ound  i n  t he
Louisiana  Driver’s


