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UNEARTHING A
LOST TESTAMENT:
A DEEP DIVE INTO
THE ASSUMPTION
OF MOSES FROM
HARDPRESS
PUBLISHING

F o r  s c h o l a r s  o f
re l ig ious  h is tory ,
students  of  biblical
apocrypha, and anyone
with a curiosity for the
h idden  corners  o f
J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n
tradition, few texts are
as  tantal iz ing  and
mysterious  as  The

A s s u m p t i o n  o f
Moses.  This  ancient
Jewish  apocryphon,
su rv i v i ng  on l y  i n
fragmentary  form,
offers  a  unique  and
dramatic  account  of
the final days of Moses
and  the  prophet ic
future he entrusted to
J o s h u a .  W i t h  t h e
r e l e a s e  o f  T h e
A s s u m p t i o n  o f
M o s e s  f r o m
H a r d p r e s s
Publ ish ing ,  t h i s
extraordinary work has
been  made  accessible
to a new generation of
readers.  This  article
p r o v i d e s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
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exploration  of  this
enigmatic  text,  its
historical  significance,
its literary themes, and
why  this  particular
edition is  an essential
addition to any serious
library  of  religious
literature.

WHAT IS THE
ASSUMPTION OF
MOSES? AN
OVERVIEW OF THE
APOCRYPHON

The  Assumption  of
Moses,  also known in
some traditions as the
Testament of Moses, is
a  J e w i s h
pseudepigraphal  work.
" P s e u d e p i g r a p h a "
r e f e r s  t o  w o r k s
attributed  to  a  figure
from the distant  past,
in  this  case,  Moses
himself,  though  they
w e r e  a c t u a l l y
composed  centuries
la ter .  Th is  text  i s
believed to have been
written  sometime  in

the  first  century  CE,
l ikely  between  the
death  of  Herod  the
Great (4 BCE) and the
Jewish War (66-70 CE),
though  some  scholars
propose  an  earl ier
d a t e .  T h e  w o r k
presents  itself  as  a
final  discourse
delivered by Moses to
his  successor,  Joshua,
o n  t h e  e v e  o f  t h e
Israelites'  entry  into
the Promised Land. It is
a  book  of  prophecy,
h i s t o r y ,  a n d
apocalypse,  foretelling
the  future  of  Israel
from its  settlement  in
Canaan  through  the
p e r i o d  o f  t h e
monarchy, the division
of  the  kingdom,  the
Babylonian  exile,  and
all the way to the end
of days.

A Text in
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Fragment
s: The
Manuscri
pt

Evidence
There  is  no  complete
H e b r e w  o r  G r e e k
manuscript  of  The
A s s u m p t i o n  o f
Moses  in  existence.
The  primary  text  that
we possess today is a
single,  incomplete
La t i n  pa l impses t
manuscript  discovered
in the 19th century by
the  Ital ian  scholar
Antonio  Ceriani  in  the
Biblioteca  Ambrosiana
in Milan.  A palimpsest
is a manuscript where
the  original  text  has
been  scraped  off  and
written  over,  making
its recovery a dazzling

feat  of  paleography.
This  Latin  version  is
itself a translation of a
Greek  translation  of
the original Hebrew or
Aramaic  original.  The
manuscript  is  heavily
d a m a g e d ,  w i t h
significant  lacunae
(gaps) at the beginning
and  the  end .  I t  i s
p r e c i s e l y  t h i s
fragmentary state that
adds  to  the  mystique
of  the  work  and  why
ed i t i ons  l i ke  The
A s s u m p t i o n  o f
M o s e s  f r o m
H a r d p r e s s
Publishing  are  so
valuable  in  piecing
together  th is  lost
puzzle.

THE CONTENT AND
CORE THEMES OF
THE ASSUMPTION
OF MOSES

The text is not a simple
n a r r a t i v e ;  i t  i s  a
complex  tapestry  of
prophecy  and  ethical
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instruction  woven  into
the  framework  of  a
final  testament.  Joshua
s e r v e s  a s  t h e
aud ience ,  ask ing
questions  that  elicit
Moses's  revelatory
responses. The themes
are  p ro found  and
deeply relevant to the
turbulent  period  in
which  the  text  was
composed.

Prophetic
History
and the
"Truncate
d" Era
A central feature of the
b o o k  i s  a  h i g h l y
d e t e r m i n i s t i c ,
panoramic  view  of
history.  Moses  reveals
t o  J o s h u a  a  p r e -
ordained  sequence  of

events that will  unfold
over the centuries. This
is not a history of great
kings and battles in the
style  of  the  Books  of
Kings  or  Chronicles.
Instead, it  is a history
o f  a p o s t a s y  a n d
punishment.  The  text
devotes  significant
space  to  the  time  of
the "second visitation,"
a  period  of  intense
p e r s e c u t i o n  a n d
suffering,  often
interpreted by scholars
as  the  reign  of  the
S e l e u c i d  k i n g
Antiochus IV Epiphanes
( the  v i l la in  o f  the
Hanukkah story) or the
Herodian  period.  The
historical  survey  is
n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s
pessimism,  illustrating
a  c y c l e  o f  s i n ,
pun i shment ,  and
temporary repentance,
with each cycle leading
to a darker era.
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The
Figure of
Taxo and
the
Theology
of
Martyrdo
m
Perhaps  the  most
d i s t i n c t i v e  a n d
haunting  figure  in  The
A s s u m p t i o n  o f
Moses  is  Taxo.  In  a
crucial  section  of  the
text,  Taxo  is  a  Levite
from the tribe of  Levi
who, seeing the depth
of Israel's apostasy and
the  oppression  of  the
righteous,  decides  to
take  a  radical  stand.

He  gathers  his  seven
sons and retreats to a
cave,  proposing  that
they fast and die rather
than transgress the law
of God. Taxo declares,
"It  is  better  for  us  to
die than to transgress
the commandments of
the Lord of lords." This
a c t  o f  p a s s i v e ,
sacrificial martyrdom is
presented as a catalyst
for  God's  final
intervent ion.  The
t h e o l o g y  h e r e  i s
powerful:  the  faithful,
b y  t h e i r  w i l l i n g
sacrifice,  can  force
G o d ' s  h a n d  a n d
precipitate  the  end of
the age and the dawn
of the Kingdom. This is
a stark contrast to the
more active, militaristic
messianism  found  in
other  texts  o f  the
period.
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The
Eschatolo
gical
Climax:
The
Kingdom

of God
The  book  concludes
w i t h  a  v i v i d ,  i f
f r a g m e n t a r y ,
eschatological  vision.
Following the sacrificial
death of Taxo and his
sons,  God  arises  to
punish  the  nations,
particularly  Israel's
enemies.  The  text
describes  a  cosmic
upheaval  and  the  final
judgment.  Crucially,
God  himself  will  act
directly;  there  is  no

human  messiah  figure
in  the  surviving  text.
The focus is entirely on
the theocratic reign of
G o d .  I s r a e l  i s
vindicated,  and  the
righteous  are  exalted
to the stars, while the
wicked  are  cast  into
the  abyss.  This  vision
of  a  d iv ine,  d i rect
i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  a
cornerstone  of  Jewish
apocalyptic thought.

WHY "THE
ASSUMPTION OF
MOSES FROM
HARDPRESS
PUBLISHING"
MATTERS

With so many editions
o f  a n c i e n t  t e x t s
available online and in
print,  one  might  ask
why  this  specific
pub l i ca t i on  f r om
Hardpress  Publishing
warrants attention. The
answer  l ies  in  the
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f
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s c h o l a r l y  r i g o r ,
access ib i l i ty ,  and
physical  format.

A
Scholarly
Edition
for the
Modern
Reader
The  Assumption  of
M o s e s  f r o m
H a r d p r e s s
Publishing  is not just
a  reprint  of  a  public
domain  translation.  A
quality  edition  of  a
fragmentary  text  like
this  requires  careful
e d i t o r i a l  w o r k .
Hardpress  Publishing
has provided a volume
that typically includes:
A clear translation that

is faithful to the Latin,
Greek,  and  Ethiopic
fragments.  Contextual
introductions  that
explain  the  historical
setting, the manuscript
discoveries,  and  the
key  scholarly  debates
surrounding  the  text.
A n n o t a t i o n s  a n d
footnotes  that  clarify
obscure  references,
identi fy  histor ical
figures,  and  link  the
text  to  other  biblical
and apocryphal works.
By  present ing  the
m a t e r i a l  i n  t h i s
s t r u c t u r e d  w a y ,
Hardpress  Publishing
a l l o w s  b o t h  t h e
seasoned  scholar  and
the  curious  layperson
t o  e n g a g e
meaningfully  with  a
difficult  text.

Reclaimin



8

8 The Assumption Of Moses From
Hardpress Publishing

2025-05-06

g Lost
Voices in
Religious

History
W o r k s  l i k e  T h e
A s s u m p t i o n  o f
M o s e s  a r e  n o t
canonical  for  most
denominations,  but
they are indispensable
for  understanding  the
world in which the New
Testament  and  later
Jewish  literature  were
formed.  Reading  this
text  offers  several
profound  insights:
Diversity  of  Jewish
Thought: It shows that
first-century  Judaism
was  not  monolithic.
The martyr theology of
Taxo  is  a  unique  and
powerful  voice  that
contrasts  with  the
Sadducees,  Pharisees,

a n d  E s s e n e s .
Apocalyptic Roots of
Christianity:  The
apocalyptic  framework
of  the  book,  with  its
emphasis on a coming
judgment  and  the
vindicat ion  of  the
righteous,  provides
essential  background
for  understanding  the
message  of  John  the
Baptist and Jesus. The
Development  of
Martyrdom:  Taxo's
story is a crucial link in
the chain of martyrdom
theology,  connecting
the Maccabean martyrs
with  the  Chr ist ian
martyrs  of  the  later
c e n t u r i e s .  T h e
Problem of Evil:  The
text  grapples  directly
with  theodicy—the
question  of  why  the
righteous  suffer  and
how God can be seen
as  just  in  a  world  of
chaos.  The  answer,
according to the book,
is  that  suffering  is  a
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necessary  prelude  to
God's  final,  decisive
victory.

KEY HISTORICAL
AND LITERARY
QUESTIONS

Scholars  continue  to
d e b a t e  s e v e r a l
fascinating  questions
a b o u t  T h e
A s s u m p t i o n  o f
M o s e s .  A
comprehensive  article
on the topic would be
remiss not to touch on
these  intel lectual
puzzles.

The
Problem
of the
Title:

Assumpti
on vs.
Testamen
t
The title is a subject of
some  debate.  The
extant  manuscript
deals with Moses's final
testament.  However,
early  church  fathers
l i k e  C l e m e n t  o f
Alexandria  and Origen
refer to a book called
The  Assumption  of
Moses  which,  they
say, contained a story
a b o u t  a  d i s p u t e
between the archangel
Michael  and  the  devil
o v e r  t h e  b o d y  o f
Moses.  This  story  is
famously alluded to in
the  New  Testament
Epistle  of  Jude  (Jude
1 :9 ) ,  ye t  i t  i s  no t
p r e s e n t  i n  o u r
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surviving  Latin  text.
This  has  led  to  two
major  theories:  The
Lost Ending Theory:
The  most  common
v i e w  i s  t h a t  o u r
manuscript  is  merely
the  Tes tament  o f
Moses  (the  farewell
speech and prophecy),
and that the full work,
k n o w n  a s  t h e
Assumption, concluded
with  a  lost  narrative
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e
assumption of Moses's
body  into  heaven,
which  included  the
Michael-Satan  dispute.
T h e  T w o - B o o k
T h e o r y :  S o m e
scholars suggest there
were  originally  two
separate  works:  a
Testament  of  Moses
a n d  a  s e p a r a t e
Assumption  of  Moses,
which  later  became
confused  or  combined
in  ear ly  Chr is t ian
memory.  Whichever
theory one prefers, this

complex textual history
makes every edition a
work of reconstruction,
and The Assumption
o f  M o s e s  f r o m
H a r d p r e s s
Publishing  typically
provides  a  detailed
discussion of this very
p r o b l e m  i n  i t s
introduction.

Dating
and
Historical
Context
Accurately  dating  the
text is a challenge, but
most scholars place its
final composition in the
early  first  century  CE.
T h e  h i s t o r i c a l
prophecies  ex  eventu
(prophecies  after  the
fact)  are  remarkably
accurate up to the time
of  Herod,  but  then
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become  vague  and
apocalyptic  for  the
period  following.  This
suggests  that  the
author  was  writing  in
the Herodian period (c.
6-30 CE), looking back
at the past  with clear
vision  and  projecting
f u t u r e  h o p e .  T h e
intense  focus  on  the
second  century  BCE
persecution  under
Ant iochus  and  the
glorification of a martyr
(Taxo) suggest that the
author may have been
a  descendant  of  the
Hasidim  or  the  early
Pharisees, a group that
valued strict adherence
to the law and had a
strong  theology  of
m a r t y r d o m .
Understanding  this
context is crucial,  and
a good edition of The
A s s u m p t i o n  o f
M o s e s  f r o m
H a r d p r e s s
Publishing frames the
t e x t  w i t h i n  t h i s

turbulent  historical
landscape.

STYLE,
STRUCTURE, AND
LITERARY MERIT

While  not  a  work  of
high literary art like the
Psalms or the Wisdom
o f  S o l o m o n ,  T h e
A s s u m p t i o n  o f
Moses  has  a  stark,
powerful,  and  almost
elegiac  quality.  The
prose  is  direct  and
urgent. The structure is
a  series  of  prophetic
v i s i o n s ,  e a c h
introduced  by  Moses's
instructions  to  Joshua.
The  repetition  of  the
c y c l e  o f  s i n  a n d
punishment  gives  the
work  a  r hy thm ic ,
liturgical  feeling.  The
descriptions of the end
times  are  filled  with
dramatic  imagery that
would  influence  later
apocalyptic  literature.
The high point, from a
literary  and  emotional
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standpoint ,  i s  the
speech  of  Taxo.  His
q u i e t ,  r e s o l u t e
determination  in  the
face  of  unspeakable
horror  is  genuinely
moving and provides a
human  core  to  the
cosmic  drama.  This
literary power is often
lost  in  dry,  academic
translations,  which  is
why  the  translation
q u a l i t y  i n  T h e
A s s u m p t i o n  o f
M o s e s  f r o m
H a r d p r e s s
Publishing is a critical
selling  point.  A  well-
crafted translation can
preserve the rhetorical
force  of  the  original,
making  the  ancient
text  feel  immediate
and  urgent.

THE RELEVANCE
OF THE
ASSUMPTION OF
MOSES TODAY

Why should a modern
reader,  perhaps  not  a

scholar  of  ancient
Judaism, invest time in
a  book  like  this?  The
relevance is surprising
and profound.

A Source
of
Comfort
and
Challenge
For believers, the book
offers  a  vision  of  a
sovereign  God  who
sees the end from the
beginning.  The  core
m e s s a g e — t h a t
suffering and chaos are
not  final,  and  that  God
will  ultimately  set  all
th ings  r igh t—is  a
t imeless  source  of
hope.  Taxo's  story
challenges believers to
radical faithfulness and
integrity.  It  raises
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difficult  questions:
What  is  the  price  of
conscience?  When,  if
e v e r ,  i s  p a s s i v e
resistance  the  only
path  forward?  These
are  questions  that
resonate  powerfully  in
our own age of political
and social turmoil.

A
Gateway
to the
World of
Ancient

Faith
F o r  t h e  h i s t o r y
enthus ias t  o r  the
general  reader,  The
A s s u m p t i o n  o f
Moses  is  a  window
into  a  lost  world.  It
allows  us  to  hear  the
passionate,  sometimes
desperate, voices of a
people  struggling  to
maintain  their  identity
a n d  f a i t h  u n d e r
immense  pressure.  It
p r o v i d e s  t h e  r a w
m a t e r i a l  f o r
understanding  the
spiritual  DNA  of  both
rabbinic Judaism


