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THE CINEMATIC BRILLIANCE OF
THE HAPPY TOGETHER WONG
KAR WAI TRAILER

The  moment  the  Happy  Together
Wong Kar Wai trailer begins, viewers
are immediately immersed in a world of
aching beauty, melancholic longing, and
raw emotional intensity. Few film trailers
have captured the essence of a movie as
perfectly as this one does. Released in
1997,  Wong  Kar  Wai's  masterpiece
Happy Together  tells  the  story  of  two
men, Ho Po-Wing and Lai  Yiu-Fai,  who
travel  to  Buenos  Aires  in  a  desperate
attempt  to  salvage  their  turbulent
relationship.  The  trailer  for  this  film  is
not  merely  a  promotional  tool—it  is  a
w o r k  o f  a r t  i n  i t s  o w n  r i g h t ,
encapsulating  the  director's  signature
visual  style  and  the  film's  profound
emotional  core.
For cinephiles and casual viewers alike,
the Happy Together Wong Kar Wai
trailer serves as a gateway into one of
the  most  celebrated  films  of  the  1990s.
It is a masterclass in visual storytelling,
using  fragmented  images,  evocative
music, and carefully chosen dialogue to
convey a sense of passion and despair.
In this article, we will explore the many
layers of this iconic trailer, examining its
visual language, its use of music, and its
ability to draw audiences into the world
of the film.

THE VISUAL POETRY OF THE
HAPPY TOGETHER WONG KAR
WAI TRAILER

Wong  Kar  Wai  is  renowned  for  his
distinctive visual style, characterized by
saturated  colors,  hand-held  camera
work, and a dreamlike quality that blurs
the  line  between  reality  and  memory.
The Happy Together Wong Kar Wai
trailer  is  a  perfect  example  of  this
aesthetic. From the opening frames, the
viewer  is  confronted with  a  palette  of
deep  blues,  fiery  reds,  and  muted
yel lows  that  evoke  the  heat  and
loneliness  of  Buenos  Aires.

The Use of Color
and Light
Color plays a central role in the trailer,
as it does in the film itself. The director,
along with cinematographer Christopher
Doyle,  uses  color  to  express  the
emotional  states  of  the  characters.  In
the trailer,  we see scenes drenched in
red,  suggesting  passion  and  danger,
followed by moments of cold blue light
that speak to isolation and sadness. This
visual contrast is one of the reasons why
the Happy Together Wong Kar Wai
trailer  remains so compelling after all
these  years.  It  communicates  the
volatility  of  the  central  relationship
without needing to spell it out in words.
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Fragmented
Storytelling
T h e  t r a i l e r  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  a
conventional  narrative  structure.
Instead,  i t  presents  a  ser ies  of
fragmented  moments—a  kiss,  a  fight,  a
dance, a ride on a bus. These images are
edited  together  in  a  way  that  feels
almost  like  a  memory,  disjointed  yet
emotionally coherent. This approach is a
hallmark of Wong Kar Wai's work, and
the Happy Together Wong Kar Wai
trailer  uses  it  to  great  effect,  teasing
the story without giving too much away.
It  invites  the viewer to  piece together
the emotional puzzle, creating a sense of
intrigue and involvement.

THE MUSIC OF LONGING: HOW
SOUND DEFINES THE TRAILER

One of the most unforgettable aspects of
the Happy Together Wong Kar Wai
trailer  is  its  use  of  music.  The  film
features a soundtrack that includes the
haunting  tango  Milonga  para  Asesinar
and the lush vocals of Caetano Veloso. In
the  tra i ler ,  music  is  not  merely
background—it is an integral part of the
storytelling.

Caetano Veloso
and the Tango
Aesthetic
The  inclusion  of  Caetano  Veloso's
Cucurrucucú Paloma  in  the trailer  is  a
stroke  of  genius.  The  song,  with  its
aching melody and passionate delivery,
perfectly  mirrors the emotional  turmoil

of  the  characters.  Hearing  it  in  the
context of the Happy Together Wong
Kar Wai trailer immediately establishes
a mood of bittersweet longing. The tango
rhythms that appear in other parts of the
trailer  add  a  sense  of  urgency  and
sensuality,  reflecting  the  push-and-pull
dynamics of the relationship at the heart
of the film.

Silence and
Sound Design
The  trailer  also  makes  effective  use  of
silence and ambient sound. The sound of
a record player, the hum of a city street,
the  whisper  of  wind—these  small
auditory details ground the trailer in a
specific  time  and  place.  They  make  the
world  of  the  film  feel  tangible  and  real.
This careful attention to sound design is
one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Happy
Together Wong Kar Wai trailer feels
so immersive.  It  does not just  tell  the
viewer  about  the  film;  it  allows  them to
experience it on a sensory level.

KEY SCENES IN THE HAPPY
TOGETHER WONG KAR WAI
TRAILER

The trailer contains several scenes that
have  become  iconic  in  the  history  of
cinema.  These moments,  though brief,
capture the essence of Happy Together
and  leave  a  lasting  impression  on
anyone  who  watches.

The Iguazu Falls
Sequence
One of the most striking images in the
Happy  Together  Wong  Kar  Wai
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trailer is the view of Iguazu Falls. The
falls appear as a symbol of something
vast  and uncontrollable,  much like the
emotions of the characters. In the trailer,
the falls are shown in slow motion, with
water cascading into mist. This image is
accompanied by a voiceover from one of
the  characters,  expressing  a  desire  to
visit the falls together. It is a moment of
hope  and  beauty,  but  also  of  tragic
irony,  as  the  viewer  senses  that  this
dream may never be realized.

The Dance Scene
Another  memorable  moment  is  the
dance scene between the two leads. In
the Happy Together Wong Kar Wai
trailer, we see them dancing closely in
a  cramped  kitchen,  their  movements
both tender and desperate. This scene
captures  the  in t imacy  o f  the i r
r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e
claustrophobia that defines it. The dance
i s  a  m e t a p h o r  f o r  t h e i r
connection—simultaneously  harmonious
and fraught with tension.

The Loneliness of
Buenos Aires
The  trai ler  a lso  emphasizes  the
characters' isolation in the sprawling city
of  Buenos  Aires.  Shots  of  Lai  Yiu-Fai
working  in  a  Chinese  restaurant,  or
walking  alone  through  empty  streets,
underscore  the  alienation  that  comes
with being a foreigner in a strange land.
The Happy Together Wong Kar Wai
trailer  uses these images to convey a
sense of dislocation and homesickness,
themes that are central to the film.

WHY THE HAPPY TOGETHER
WONG KAR WAI TRAILER IS A
MASTERPIECE OF PROMOTION

In  an  era  before  viral  marketing  and
social  media,  film trailers had to rely on
sheer  art ist ic  qual i ty  to  attract
audiences. The Happy Together Wong
Kar  Wai  trailer  succeeds  because  it
treats its audience with respect. It does
not resort to clichés or oversimplify the
story.  Instead,  it  presents  the  film  as  a
complex,  emotionally  resonant work of
art.

Authenticity
Over Sensation
Many trailers for LGBTQ+ films from the
1990s leaned heavily on controversy or
sensationalism.  The  Happy  Together
Wong Kar Wai trailer takes a different
approach.  It  focuses  on  the  universal
themes  of  love,  loss,  and  longing,
making  the  film  accessible  to  a  wide
audience  without  diminishing  its
specificity. This authenticity is one of the
reasons  the  trailer,  and  the  film  itself,
have  aged  so  gracefully.

The Power of
Suggestion
The trailer is also a masterclass in the
art of suggestion. It shows just enough
to intrigue the viewer, leaving much to
the imagination. The Happy Together
Wong Kar Wai trailer hints at passion
and  conflict,  but  never  reveals  the  full
story.  This  ambiguity  is  part  of  its
appeal. It invites the audience to bring
their own emotions and experiences to
the  viewing,  making  the  film  feel
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personal  and  immediate.

THE LEGACY AND CULTURAL
IMPACT OF THE TRAILER

Since its release, the Happy Together
Wong Kar Wai trailer has been studied
and  admired  by  filmmakers,  critics,  and
fans. It is often cited as an example of
how  a  t ra i le r  can  funct ion  as  a
standalone piece of art, independent of
the film it promotes.

Influence on
Filmmakers
Many contemporary directors have cited
Wong Kar Wai's approach to trailers as
an  influence.  The  use  of  color,  music,
and fragmented narrative in the Happy
Together Wong Kar Wai trailer  can
be  seen  in  the  work  of  filmmakers  like
Sofia  Coppola,  Barry  Jenkins,  and  Luca
Guadagnino.  These  directors  have
adopted  similar  techniques  to  create
trailers  that  are  evocative  and  poetic,
rather than simply informative.

A Touchstone for
LGBTQ+ Cinema
The trailer also holds a special place in
the history of LGBTQ+ cinema. At a time
when  queer  s tor ies  were  o f ten
marginalized  or  stereotyped,  Happy
Together  offered  a  nuanced  and  deeply
human portrayal  of  a gay relationship.
The Happy Together Wong Kar Wai
trai ler  p layed  a  cruc ia l  ro le  in
communicating  this  to  audiences.  It
presented the love story with dignity and
beauty,  helping  to  normalize  queer
narratives  in  mainstream  cinema.

ANALYZING THE TRAILER'S USE
OF DIALOGUE AND VOICEOVER

The Happy Together Wong Kar Wai
trailer  uses  dialogue  and  voiceover
sparingly,  but  effectively.  The  lines
chosen  for  the  trailer  encapsulate  the
film's themes of separation and desire.

Key Lines from
the Trailer
One of the most memorable lines in the
trailer is when Ho Po-Wing says, "Let's
start over." This simple phrase, repeated
throughout  the  film,  carries  immense
emotional  weight.  In  the  trailer,  it
appea rs  a t  a  p i vo ta l  moment ,
underscoring the cyclical  nature of the
characters' relationship. Another line, "I
can't see you anymore,"  speaks to the
pain of letting go. The Happy Together
Wong  Kar  Wai  trailer  uses  these
fragments  of  dialogue  to  bui ld  a
narrative of love and heartbreak, even in
its brief runtime.

The Role of
Voiceover
Voiceover is a staple of Wong Kar Wai's
films, and the trailer makes good use of
it. The character of Lai Yiu-Fai reflects on
his  feelings for  Ho Po-Wing,  his  words
floating  over  images  of  the  city  and the
two  men  together.  This  voiceover
creates  a  sense of  intimacy,  as  if  the
viewer  is  being  let  in  on  a  private
confession. It is one of the reasons the
Happy  Together  Wong  Kar  Wai
trailer  feels  so  personal  and  affecting.
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HOW THE TRAILER COMPARES TO
WONG KAR WAI'S OTHER

TRAILERS

Wong Kar Wai has directed many iconic
films,  including  Chungking  Express,  In
the Mood for Love,  and 2046.  Each of
these films has its own distinctive trailer,
but  the  Happy Together  Wong Kar
Wai  trailer  stands  out  for  its  raw
emotional intensity.

Differences in
Tone
While the trailer for Chungking Express
is  playful  and energetic,  the trailer for
Happy  Together  is  more  somber  and
introspective.  The  Happy  Together
Wong  Kar  Wai  trailer  eschews  the
quirky humor of its predecessor in favor
of  a  more melancholic  tone.  This  shift
reflects  the  difference  between  the  two
films.  Happy Together  is  a more mature
w o r k ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e m e s  o f
c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  f a i l u r e  i n  a
relationship.

Visual Continuity

Despite  the  differences  in  tone,  the
Happy  Together  Wong  Kar  Wai
trailer  shares  a  visual  language  with
Wong Kar Wai's other trailers. The use of
slow motion,  the  emphasis  on  texture
and detail, and the interplay of light and
shadow  are  all  present.  Fans  of  the
director  will  recognize  his  handiwork
immediately. The trailer is unmistakably
a Wong Kar Wai creation.

THE BEST WAYS TO EXPERIENCE
THE HAPPY TOGETHER WONG
KAR WAI TRAILER TODAY

I f  you  have  not  seen  the  Happy
Together Wong Kar Wai trailer, there
are several ways to experience it.  The
trailer is available on various streaming
platforms,  video  sharing  sites,  and  in
special edition releases of the film.

Video Sharing Sites: The trailer
is widely available on platforms
like YouTube, where it has been
viewed by millions. It is often
presented in high definition,
allowing viewers to appreciate the
visual details.
DVD and Blu-ray Releases: The
Criterion Collection edition of
Happy Together includes the
original


