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NAVIGATING THE TEXAS JURISPRUDENCE EXAM FOR
NURSING: YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE

For  nursing professionals  aiming to  practice  in  the Lone Star
State,  few  milestones  carry  as  much  weight  as  the  Texas
Jurisprudence  Exam  for  Nursing.  Whether  you  are  a  newly
graduated registered nurse, a licensed vocational nurse, or an
experienced practitioner relocating from another state, this exam
stands as  a  critical  gatekeeper  between you and your  Texas
nursing license. The exam is designed not to test your clinical
skills, but rather your understanding of the legal and regulatory
framework that governs nursing practice in Texas. It can feel like
a daunting hurdle,  but with the right preparation and a clear
understanding  of  what  to  expect,  passing  the  Texas
Jurisprudence Exam Nursing requirement is entirely achievable.
This  article  unpacks  everything  you  need to  know about  the
Texas Jurisprudence Exam for nurses. We will explore who needs
to  take  it,  what  topics  are  covered,  how  to  prepare  effectively,
and what steps to take after you pass. By the end, you will have a
clear roadmap to conquer this essential component of nursing
licensure in Texas.

WHAT EXACTLY IS THE TEXAS JURISPRUDENCE EXAM
FOR NURSING?

The Texas Jurisprudence Exam is a mandatory, open-book online
test  administered  by  the  Texas  Board  of  Nursing  (BON).  Its
primary purpose is to ensure that every nurse seeking licensure
in Texas possesses a working knowledge of the state's nursing
laws, rules, and regulations. Unlike the NCLEX, which evaluates
your clinical competence, the Jurisprudence Exam measures your
understanding  of  the  legal  and  ethical  standards  that  guide
nursing practice specifically within Texas.
This exam covers the Texas Nursing Practice Act (NPA) and
the Texas Board of Nursing Rules and Regulations found in
Title  22  of  the  Texas  Administrative  Code.  These  documents
define  the  scope  of  practice,  standards  of  care,  disciplinary
processes, and the rights and responsibilities of nurses in the
state. By passing the exam, you demonstrate to the BON that you
are aware of the legal boundaries of your role and your obligation
to protect public safety.
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Why Does the Texas BON
Require This Exam?
The  rationale  behind  the  Texas  Jurisprudence  Exam  Nursing
requirement is straightforward: to protect the public. Every state
has its own unique set of nursing laws, and Texas is no exception.
The exam ensures that all nurses, whether educated in Texas or
elsewhere,  are  on  the  same  page  regarding  state-specific
regulations.  This  includes  understanding  mandatory  reporting
obligations, grounds for disciplinary action, delegation rules, and
patient  safety  standards.  The  exam  serves  as  a  safeguard,
reinforcing that every licensed nurse in Texas is accountable to
the same high legal and ethical standards.

WHO IS REQUIRED TO TAKE THE TEXAS
JURISPRUDENCE EXAM?

Knowing whether  you are required to sit  for  this  exam is  an
important  first  step.  The  following  groups  of  nurses  must
complete  and  pass  the  Texas  Jurisprudence  Exam  Nursing
component before receiving their license:

Graduate Nurses: New graduates who have completed a
nursing program and are applying for their initial Texas
nursing license.
Licensed Vocational Nurses (LVNs): Individuals seeking
initial licensure as an LVN in Texas.
Registered Nurses (RNs): RN applicants for initial

licensure.
Out-of-State Nurses: Nurses who hold a current, active
license in another state and are applying for licensure by
endorsement in Texas. This includes those coming from
compact states who wish to establish residency in Texas.
Nurses Reinstating a License: Nurses who are applying
to reinstate a lapsed or revoked Texas nursing license.

It is important to note that some nurses may be exempt. For
example, nurses who hold a valid multistate compact license and
are practicing in Texas under that license do not need to take the
Texas Jurisprudence Exam. However, if you change your state of
residency to Texas, you will need to apply for a Texas single-state
license and, in many cases, complete the exam.

KEY TOPICS COVERED ON THE TEXAS JURISPRUDENCE
EXAM

The exam is based entirely on the Texas Nursing Practice Act and
the BON Rules and Regulations. You will not be tested on clinical
pharmacology, pathophysiology, or nursing procedures. Instead,
focus your study efforts on the following core areas:

The Nursing Practice Act
(NPA)
This  is  the  foundational  law  that  defines  nursing  in  Texas.  You
need  to  understand  the  definitions  of  professional  nursing,
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vocational  nursing,  and advanced practice  registered  nursing.
Key  sections  include  the  scope  of  practice  for  each  level  of
licensure, the requirements for licensure, and the grounds for
denying, suspending, or revoking a license.

Board of Nursing Rules and
Regulations
These  rules  provide  the  detailed  framework  for  the  NPA.
Important topics include:

Standards of Nursing Practice: What constitutes
acceptable and safe nursing care in Texas.
Delegation Rules: The specific guidelines for RNs
delegating tasks to LVNs and unlicensed assistive
personnel. This is a heavily tested area.
Documentation Requirements: Legal standards for
patient records and charting.
Continuing Education: Requirements for license renewal,
including topics like human trafficking prevention and
nursing jurisprudence.

Unprofessional Conduct

and Disciplinary Actions
A  significant  portion  of  the  exam  covers  what  constitutes
unprofessional  conduct.  This  includes  fraud,  patient  abuse,
substance  abuse,  boundary  violations,  and  failure  to  report
misconduct. You should be familiar with the disciplinary process,
the  role  of  the  BON,  and  the  potential  consequences  for
violations.

Patient Safety and
Advocacy
You will be tested on your duty to advocate for patient safety.
This  includes  understanding  mandatory  reporting  laws  for
incidents such as patient abuse, neglect, or unsafe practices by
other  healthcare  providers.  The  Texas  BON  places  a  strong
emphasis on the nurse’s role as a patient advocate.

Licensure and Endorsement
Requirements
Know the difference between initial  licensure,  endorsement,  and
compact licensure. Understand the requirements for maintaining
a license, renewing it, and what happens if your license lapses.
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HOW TO REGISTER AND TAKE THE EXAM

The  Texas  Jurisprudence  Exam  Nursing  process  is  managed
entirely online through the Texas Board of Nursing website. Here
is a step-by-step guide:

Submit Your Nursing Application: Before you can1.
access the exam, you must have a pending application for
licensure, endorsement, or reinstatement with the Texas
BON. You will receive instructions via email after your
application is processed.
Access the Exam Portal: The email from the BON will2.
contain a link to the online exam platform. You will use your
BON-assigned identification number to log in.
Choose a Time and Place: The exam is self-scheduled3.
and can be taken from any computer with a reliable
internet connection, provided you have a quiet
environment. There are no proctored testing centers
involved.
Take the Open-Book Exam: You are permitted to use the4.
NPA and BON rules during the exam. The test typically
consists of 30 to 50 multiple-choice questions, and you will
have a set time limit, usually 60 minutes.
Receive Your Results: You will receive your score5.
immediately after completing the exam. A passing score is
typically 75% or higher. If you do not pass, you can retake
the exam after a waiting period.

Important Tips for the
Online Exam

Ensure your internet connection is stable before you begin.
Have the Texas Nursing Practice Act and BON Rules open in
a separate tab or as a printed document for quick
reference.
Read each question carefully. Many questions are based on
specific wording from the law.
Manage your time. Do not spend too long on any single
question.

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE TEXAS JURISPRUDENCE
EXAM NURSING

While the exam is open-book, it is not something you should walk
into  unprepared.  Familiarity  with  the  material  is  essential
because the questions are designed to test your comprehension,
not  just  your  ability  to  find  text.  Here  are  the  most  effective
preparation  strategies:

Study the Primary Sources
Your  best  study  materials  are  the  actual  legal  documents.
Download  the  Texas  Nursing  Practice  Act  and  the  Texas
Board of Nursing Rules and Regulations  directly from the
BON website. Read through them at least once to understand the
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structure and key provisions. Pay special attention to definitions,
which are often the basis for test questions.

Use a Study Guide
Several reputable nursing education platforms offer study guides
specifically for the Texas Jurisprudence Exam. These guides break
down  the  complex  legal  language  into  easier-to-understand
summaries and often include practice questions. Look for guides
that are updated regularly to reflect changes in the law.

Take Practice Tests
Practice exams are invaluable. They help you get used to the
format  and  timing  of  the  real  test.  More  importantly,  they
highlight areas where your knowledge is weak. Many practice
tests are available online, some for free and others for a small
fee. Aim to take at least two full-length practice exams before the
real thing.

Focus on High-Yield Topics
While you should be familiar with the entire NPA, certain topics
appear more frequently on the exam. These include:

Delegation rules (what can be delegated to LVNs and
UAPs).
Mandatory reporting requirements (abuse, neglect, unsafe
practices).

Grounds for disciplinary action.
The difference between professional and vocational nursing
scope of practice.
Continuing education requirements.

COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW TO OVERCOME
THEM

Many  nurses  report  feeling  anxious  about  the  Texas
Jurisprudence  Exam  Nursing  requirement,  even  if  they  are
experienced clinicians. Here are some common challenges and
how to address them:

The Legal Language Can Be
Intimidating
The NPA and BON Rules are written in formal legal language,
which can be dense and difficult to parse. To overcome this, read
the text aloud or explain each section to a colleague in your own
words. Using a study guide that translates the legal jargon into
plain English can also be very helpful.

Questions Can Be Tricky
Some exam questions  are  designed to  test  fine  distinctions.  For
example,  you  might  be  asked  about  the  difference  between
"must"  and  "should"  in  a  regulation.  Pay  close  attention  to
qualifying words. When in doubt, refer directly to the source text.
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Using the search function (Ctrl+F) on your computer during the
exam can help you locate answers quickly.

You May Feel Unprepared
for the Format
Because  the  exam  is  online  and  open-book,  some  nurses
underestimate  its  difficulty  and  do  not  prepare  adequately.  This
often leads to failing on the first attempt. Treat the exam with the
same seriousness as any other licensure test. Even though you
can look up answers, you need to know where to look and how to
interpret what you find, which comes from preparation.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER YOU PASS?

Once you successfully complete the Texas Jurisprudence Exam
Nursing requirement, your results are automatically forwarded to
the  Texas  Board  of  Nursing.  You  do  not  need  to  submit  a
certificate  or  any  additional  paperwork.  The  BON  will  process
your application and, provided all  other requirements are met
(such as background checks and NCLEX passing scores),  your
license will be issued.

If  you  are  an  out-of-state  nurse  applying  by  endorsement,
passing  the  exam  is  often  one  of  the  final  steps  before  your
Texas  license  is  approved.  After  you  receive  your  license,
remember that your knowledge of the NPA and BON Rules is not
just for the exam. It is a living document that should guide your
daily practice. Staying informed about changes to the law is part
of your ongoing professional responsibility.

What If You Do Not Pass?
Failing the exam is not the end of the road. You are permitted to
retake it after a waiting period, typically 24 hours. Use this time
to  review the  areas  where  you  struggled.  Focus  on  the  NPA
definitions  and  the  delegation  rules,  as  these  are  common
stumbling blocks. Many nurses pass on their second attempt after
a focused review.  The key is  to  not  give up and to  use the
experience as a learning opportunity.

FINAL THOUGHTS ON THE TEXAS JURISPRUDENCE
EXAM FOR NURSING

The Texas Jurisprudence Exam Nursing requirement is a unique
and important part of becoming a licensed nurse in Texas. While


