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INTRODUCTION

Starting college is an
exciting milestone, but
it also comes with
important steps that
shape your academic
journey. One of those
critical steps at Virginia
Commonwealth

University is the VCU
Placement Test.
Whether you are a new
freshman or a transfer
student, understanding
this assessment can
save you time, money,
and unnecessary
stress. The test is
designed to evaluate
your current skills in
key subject areas and
place you into the right
courses from day one.
In this comprehensive

guide, we will explore
everything you need to
know about the VCU
placement test,
including its purpose,
the subjects covered,
how to prepare, and
how your scores affect
your class schedule.
Let’s dive in.

UNDERSTANDING
THE VCU
PLACEMENT TEST

Purpose
and
Importan
ce

Virginia
Commonwealth
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University uses
placement tests to
ensure that students
enroll in courses that
match their academic
readiness. The primary
goal is not to pass or
fail, but to accurately
gauge your knowledge
SO you can succeed.
For example, if your
math placement test
shows you are ready
for Calculus I, you can
bypass remedial
classes and move
forward. Conversely, if
you need additional
support, the test
identifies that need
early. This tailored
approach saves both
time and tuition
money, as you avoid
taking courses that are
either too advanced or
too basic. The VCU
placement test is a
vital tool for academic
planning and is often
required before
registering for certain

classes.

Who
Needs to
Take It7?

Not every incoming
student must take a
placement test.
Typically, first-year
students and transfer
students who have not
yet completed college-
level coursework in
math or English are
required to sit for the
exam. However,
exemptions exist. If
you have earned
college credit through
Advanced Placement
(AP), International
Baccalaureate (IB), or
dual enrollment
courses that satisfy
VCU's core
requirements, you may
not need to take the
corresponding
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placement test.
Additionally, SAT or
ACT scores can
sometimes waive the
need for placement
testing. Always check
VCU'’s official website
or consult with an
academic advisor to
confirm your specific
requirements. Knowing
whether you fall into
the testing group is the
first step in your
preparation.

SUBJECTS
COVERED IN THE
PLACEMENT TEST

Mathema
tics

Placemen
t (ALEKS)

The math portion of
the VCU placement
test is delivered

through ALEKS, an
adaptive online
assessment. ALEKS
stands for Assessment
and Learning in
Knowledge Spaces,
and it is used by many
universities across the
country. The test
covers a wide range of
topics from basic
arithmetic and algebra
to trigonometry and
precalculus. Because it
is adaptive, the
guestions become
easier or harder based
on your responses.
This allows the system
to pinpoint your exact
skill level. After you

complete the
assessment, ALEKS
provides a

personalized learning
module that helps you
review areas where
you struggle. This
means the ALEKS
math placement is
not just a test — it is
also a learning tool.



Your score will
determine whether you
enroll in developmental
math, college algebra,
or a higher-level course
like calculus.

English
and
Writing
Placemen
t

VCU also assesses
writing and English
skills, though this is
often done through
directed self-placement

rather than a
traditional exam.
Directed self-

placement asks you to
review sample writing
assignments and
course descriptions,
then choose the
English course that

best fits your abilities.
However, some
students may be
required to complete a
written essay or submit
a writing sample as
part of the VCU
placement test
process. The goal is to
ensure you are placed
into either a standard
composition course or
a more intensive
writing support class.
Strong reading and
writing skills are
essential for success
across all majors, so
take this component
seriously.

Foreign
Language
and
Other
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Subjects

Depending on your
intended major, you
might also need to
take a foreign
language placement
test. VCU offers
placement exams in
languages such as
Spanish, French,
German, and others. If
you have prior
experience in a
language, taking the
placement test can
allow you to skip
introductory courses
and earn credit for

higher-level classes.
Additionally, certain
programs like

chemistry or music
may have their own
placement procedures.
Always review the
requirements for your
specific program of
study. The foreign
language placement
test at VCU is

typically offered online
or during orientation
sessions.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE VCU
PLACEMENT TEST

Study
Resource
s and
Practice
Materials

Preparation is key to
performing well on any
placement test. For the
math portion, VCU
provides a free ALEKS
preparation module
that you can access
before taking the
actual assessment.
This module includes a
trial test and learning
resources tailored to
your knowledge gaps.




Additionally, you can
find practice problems
online for basic
algebra, geometry, and
trigonometry. For
English placement,
review sample essays
and familiarize yourself
with college-level
writing expectations.
The VCU Writing

Center also  offers
helpful guides.
Investing time in

preparation can help
you place into higher-
level courses and avoid
spending a semester
on remedial work.

Test-
Taking
Strategie
S

When you sit for the
VCU placement test,
especially the ALEKS

math exam, keep a few
strategies in mind.
First, do not rush. The
test is not timed, but

most students
complete it within 90
minutes. Read each

question carefully, and
use the on-screen
calculator only when
allowed. For the
English self-placement,
be honest about your
writing skills.
Overestimating your
abilities can lead to
frustration later, while
underestimating can
hold you back. Also,
ensure you have a
stable internet
connection and a quiet
environment if you are
taking the test
remotely. Finally, get a
good night’s sleep and
eat before the test — a
focused mind performs
better.

REGISTRATION
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Step-by-
Step
Process

Registering for the
VCU placement test
is straightforward.
First, log into your VCU

elD account and
navigate to the
placement testing
portal. You will find
instructions for

scheduling your ALEKS
math assessment.
Typically, you can take
the test online from
your own computer, or
in person at the VCU
Testing Center. For
foreign language
placement, contact the
Department of World
Languages. For
English, follow the
directed self-placement
guidelines provided

during orientation.
Make sure to register
early, as testing slots
can fill up quickly. After
registration, you will
receive a confirmation
with all the details.

Important
Dates

and
Deadlines

Placement tests should
ideally be taken before
your orientation
session so that your
scores are available for
course registration.
VCU recommends
completing the VCU
placement test at
least two weeks before
your orientation date.
Check the academic
calendar for specific
deadlines. Keep in
mind that you can



retake the ALEKS math
test if you are not
satisfied with your first
score, but there is a
waiting period between
attempts. Planning
ahead gives you
enough time to retake
if needed. Missing
deadlines may delay
your course
enrollment, so mark
your calendar.

SCORING AND
INTERPRETATION

Understa
nding
Your
Score
Report

After you complete the
VCU placement test,
you will receive a score
report. For ALEKS, the

score is a number
between 0 and 100,
which corresponds to
specific course
placements. For
example, a score of 30
might place you into
elementary algebra,
while a 75 could place
you into precalculus.
VCU provides a chart
that maps ALEKS
scores to math
courses. Your score
report also includes a
breakdown of your
strengths and
weaknesses. For
English placement, the
results are less
numerical and more
advisory. Use this
information to discuss
your course options
with your academic
advisor.

Placemen
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t into
Courses

Your placement test
scores directly affect
which courses you can
enroll in during your
first semester. A strong
math score allows you
to start in a higher-
level math class,
potentially accelerating
your path to
graduation.

Conversely, a lower
score means you will
begin with foundational
courses. Remember,
starting at the right
level is not a negative
— it ensures you build
a solid foundation.
Many students take the
VCU placement test
and end up in a course
that challenges them
appropriately. If you
believe your score
does not reflect your
true ability, you can

retake the test after
studying. Use the
learning modules
provided by ALEKS to
improve your score.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

What to
Do Before
Test Day

e Review the
topics that will
be covered,
especially for
math. Focus on
areas you found
difficult in high
school.

e Take advantage
of the free
practice
resources offered
by VCU. Spend at
least a few hours
working through
sample
problems.
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e Ensure your

computer meets
the technical
requirements for
ALEKS. You may
need to install a
lockdown
browser or
plugin.

Have a backup
plan in case of
internet issues.
Know the contact
information for
VCU'’s technical
support.

Get plenty of rest
and eat a
balanced meal
before the test.
Fatigue can harm
concentration.

During
the Test

1. Read each

guestion twice
before
answering.

Misreading is a
common
mistake.

. Use the scratch

paper provided
to work through
problems. Do not
rely solely on
mental math.

. For ALEKS, you

cannot skip a
question and
come back later.
Answer each one
to the best of
your ability.

. Stay calm. If you

encounter a
difficult question,
take a deep
breath and do
your best.

. Monitor your

time, but do not
obsess over it.
The test is not
timed, but you
should avoid
spending too
long on any
single item.
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FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

Do | have to pay for
the VCU placement
test?

No, the placement test
is included in your new
student orientation
fees. There is no
separate cost.

Can | retake the
placement test?
Yes, especially the
ALEKS math test. You
can retake it up to two
times after the initial
attempt, with a
mandatory waiting
period between each
attempt.

What if | don’t take
the placement test?
If you are required to
take the test but do
not, you may be
unable to register for
certain courses, which
could delay your
degree progress.

Is the test available
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online?

Yes, ALEKS is fully
online and can be
taken from your home.
English self-placement
is also online. Only a
few specialized tests
may require an in-
person visit.

Do transfer students
need to take the
placement test?
Transfer students who
have already
completed college-
level math and English
with a grade of C or
better are often
exempt. Check with
VCU admissions to
confirm.

CONCLUSION

The VCU Placement
Test is a crucial step in
beginning your
academic career at
Virginia
Commonwealth
University. By
accurately assessing
your skills in math,




English, and foreign
languages, the test
ensures you start in
courses where you can
thrive. Preparation is
straightforward with
the resources VCU
provides, and the test
itself is designed to be
a learning experience.
Whether you are
aiming for advanced
calculus or need a
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refresher in algebra,
the placement test
helps you and your
advisor build a
personalized academic
plan. Take it seriously,
prepare wisely, and
use the results as a
guide to a successful
first year. Remember,
the test is not a hurdle
— itis a tool to set you
up for success. Good
luck!
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