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AND THE AMAZING
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MOVIE

For decades, audiences
around the world have
been captivated by the
v i b r a n t  e n e r g y ,
timeless  music,  and
up l i f t i ng  s to ry  o f
J o s e p h  a n d  t h e
Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat .  Th i s

beloved  musical,  born
f rom  the  c reat ive
genius of Andrew Lloyd
Webber and Tim Rice,
began as a small-scale
school  production  and
b lossomed  i n to  a
global  phenomenon.
While  countless  stage
product ions  have
e n c h a n t e d  l i v e
audiences, the Joseph
and  the  Amazing
T e c h n i c o l o r
D r e a m c o a t  f u l l
movie  offers  a  unique
and accessible way to
e x p e r i e n c e  t h i s
spectacular show from
the  comfort  of  home.
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Released in  1999 and
directed  by  David
Mallet,  the  film
adaptation  brings  the
biblical story of Joseph
and his  coat  of  many
co lors  to  l i fe  wi th
dazzling  visuals,  star-
studded performances,
and an infectious score
that  appeals  to  al l
ages. Whether you are
a  l ong t ime  fan  o r
discovering  the  story
for  the  first  time,  this
movie  adaptation  is  a
joyful  celebration  of
music,  family,  and
forgiveness.

THE ORIGINS OF A
MODERN CLASSIC

Before  diving  into  the
film  itself,  it  helps  to
understand the journey
of this musical. Andrew
Lloyd Webber and Tim
Rice  first  collaborated
on  Joseph  and  the
Amazing  Technicolor
Dreamcoat  in  1968.
Originally  a  fifteen-

minute  cantata  for  a
school  choir,  it  was
performed  at  Colet
Court in London. Over
the following years, the
s h o w  e x p a n d e d ,
adding new songs and
characters,  eventually
becoming a full-length
musical. Its premiere in
the West End in 1973
a n d  s u b s e q u e n t
Broadway  debut  in
1982  cemented  its
p l a c e  i n  m u s i c a l
theater  history.  The
show’s  lighthearted,
pop-infused  score  –
which  playfully  mixes
genres  from rock  and
rol l  to  calypso  and
country  –  made  it  an
instant  favorite.  The
simple  yet  profound
story,  drawn from the
B o o k  o f  G e n e s i s ,
resonates with themes
of  jealousy,  resilience,
d r e a m s ,  a n d
reconciliation. Because
of  its  family-friendly
nature  and  catchy
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melodies, it  became a
staple  for  school  and
community  theater
groups.  The  desire  to
b r i ng  th i s  j oyous
production to an even
w i d e r  a u d i e n c e
naturally  led  to  the
creation of the Joseph
and  the  Amazing
T e c h n i c o l o r
D r e a m c o a t  f u l l
movie .

The 1999
Film
Adaptatio
n: A Star-
Studded
Retelling
In  1999,  Universal
Pictures  and  Really
Useful  Films  released
the  televis ion  and

home video adaptation
o f  t h e  m u s i c a l .
Directed  by  David
M a l l e t ,  w h o  h a d
extensive  experience
directing  live  concert
films and music videos,
the  movie  aimed  to
capture  the  theatrical
energy of a stage show
while  also  exploring
t h e  c i n e m a t i c
possibil it ies  of  the
story.  The  film  was
s h o t  l a r g e l y  o n
s o u n d s t a g e s  i n
E n g l a n d ,  w i t h
elaborate  sets  and
costumes  designed  to
create  a  vivid,  almost
fantasy-like world. The
cast was a major draw:
pop  superstar  Donny
Osmond  took  on  the
titular  role  of  Joseph,
bringing  a  charismatic
b lend  o f  youth fu l
energy  and  voca l
p r o w e s s .  M a r i a
Friedman  played  the
Narrator (a pivotal role
t h a t  g u i d e s  t h e
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audience  through  the
story).  The  comedic
talents  of  Richard
Attenborough as Jacob,
and Joan Collins as the
seductive Mrs. Potiphar
( a  r o l e  s p e c i a l l y
amplified  for  the  film),
added star power and
humor.  Other  notable
cast members included
I a n  M c N e i c e  a s
Potiphar,  Robert  Torti
as  Pharaoh (delivering
an unforgettable Elvis-
style  performance),
and a strong ensemble
chorus. The decision to
cast  Donny  Osmond
w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
inspired,  as  his  own
career revival mirrored
Joseph’s  journey  from
obscurity to triumph.

A DETAILED LOOK
AT THE PLOT AND
KEY SCENES

The  Joseph  and  the
Amazing Technicolor
D r e a m c o a t  f u l l
mov ie  f a i t h f u l l y

follows  the  biblical
narrative,  beginning
with the prologue sung
by the Narrator: “Way,
w a y  b a c k ,  m a n y
centuries ago, not long
after  the Bible  began,
Jacob lived in the land
of  Canaan…”  We  are
introduced  to  Jacob
and  his  twelve  sons,
with  Joseph  being  the
favored one. Jacob gifts
Joseph  a  magnificent,
brightly  colored  coat
( t h e  f a m o u s
t e c h n i c o l o r
dreamcoat),  which
ignites the jealousy of
his  brothers.  Joseph’s
d r e a m s  –  w h e r e
sheaves  of  grain  bow
to  him  and  the  sun,
moon,  and  stars  bow
down  –  only  worsen
their resentment.
Key scenes unfold in a
s e r i e s  o f  v i b r a n t
musical  numbers.  The
brothers conspire to kill
Joseph,  but  Reuben
convinces  them  to
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throw  him  into  a  pit
instead. They then sell
h i m  t o  p a s s i n g
Ishmaelite traders, and
dip  his  coat  in  goat’s
blood to deceive Jacob
into believing Joseph is
dead.  The  song  “One
More Angel in Heaven”
(a  playful  country-
western  lament)  and
t h e  l a t e r  “ T h o s e
C a n a a n  D a y s ”  ( a
French-style  ballad)
showcase  the  show’s
genre-hopping  humor.
Joseph  ends  up  in
Egypt, where he serves
Potiphar. He resists the
advances  o f  M r s .
Potiphar, leading to her
false  accusations  and
his  imprisonment.  In
jail,  he  interprets  the
dreams  of  the  butler
and  the  baker  (the
upbeat  “Those  Were
the  Good  Old  Days”
from  the  baker,  and
the  poignant  “Close
Every Door to Me” from
Joseph).  Two  years

later,  Pharaoh  has
disturbing dreams that
none  of  his  advisors
can  interpret.  The
but ler  remembers
J o s e p h ,  w h o  i s
s u m m o n e d  f r o m
p r i s o n .  J o s e p h
interprets  Pharaoh’s
dreams  of  seven  fat
cows  eaten  by  seven
lean  cows,  and  seven
healthy  ears  of  grain
devoured by thin ears,
as a prophecy of seven
y e a r s  o f  p l e n t y
fo l lowed  by  seven
y e a r s  o f  f a m i n e .
P h a r a o h  i s  s o
impressed  that  he
elevates Joseph to his
second-in-command,
t a s k i n g  h i m  w i t h
stor ing  grain.  The
show’s  most  famous
song, “Any Dream Will
Do,” bookends the film.
La te r ,  du r ing  the
fam ine ,  J o seph ’ s
brothers come to Egypt
seeking food. They do
not  recognize  him.
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Joseph  tests  them  by
hiding  a  silver  cup  in
Benjamin’s sack. When
J u d a h  p l e a d s  f o r
Benjamin’s  freedom,
Joseph  reveals  his
identity in the powerful
“Who’s  the  Thief?”
sequence, leading to a
joyful  family  reunion
where  “Give  Me  My
C o a t ”  m a r k s  t h e
res to ra t ion  o f  a l l
relationships.

Iconic
Musical
Numbers
That
Define
the Film
W h a t  m a k e s  t h e
J o s e p h  a n d  t h e
Amazing Technicolor

D r e a m c o a t  f u l l
movie  so  memorable
is its score, performed
brilliantly  by  the  cast.
Each  song  seems  to
have  its  own  distinct
style and purpose.

“Any Dream
Will Do” – This
is the show’s
signature song.
Sung by Joseph
at the beginning
and reprised at
the end, it
speaks to the
power of hope
and dreams.
Donny Osmond’s
soaring rendition
became a hit
single and
perfectly
captures the
innocent
optimism of the
character.
“Close Every
Door” – A
deeply moving
ballad sung by
Joseph in prison.
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The lyrics “Close
every door to
me, hide all the
world from me.
Bar all the
windows and
shut out the
light” express
despair, yet the
chorus offers a
resilient faith: “I
won’t be bitter…
but I will be
bold.” This song
is a showcase of
vocal acting and
emotional depth.
“Go, Go, Go
Joseph” – An
energetic
rockabilly
number that
captures Joseph’s
sudden rise to
power in Egypt. It
is full of
excitement and
syncopation.
“Pharaoh’s
Dream
Explained” –
Robert Torti’s

Elvis-inspired
Pharaoh is a
comedic
highlight. The
song “Song of
the King (Seven
Fat Cows)”
combines a
1950s rock-and-
roll style with a
wacky dance
routine,
providing
lighthearted
relief.
“Benjamin
Calypso” – A fun
calypso number
sung by the
brothers when
they return with
Benjamin. It adds
a tropical flavor
and showcases
the ensemble’s
energy.
“Those Canaan
Days” – A
tongue-in-cheek
lament by the
brothers,
performed in
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mock French
chanson style,
complete with
berets and a
striped shirt. It’s
pure, joyful
silliness.

WHERE TO WATCH
THE FULL MOVIE

Given  its  enduring
popularity, the Joseph
and  the  Amazing
T e c h n i c o l o r
D r e a m c o a t  f u l l
mov ie  i s  r e a d i l y
a v a i l a b l e  a c r o s s
multiple  platforms.
A f t e r  i t s  i n i t i a l
television broadcast on
PBS  and  subsequent
VHS  releases,  it  was
later  issued  on  DVD
and  i s  now  wide ly
a v a i l a b l e  f o r
streaming.  You  can
find  it  on  major  digital
rental  and  purchase
plat forms  such  as
Amazon  Prime  Video,
Apple TV, Google Play,
and YouTube Movies. It

is  a lso  somet imes
a v a i l a b l e  o n
subscription  streaming
services like Hoopla or
Kanopy through library
access. For those who
prefer  physical  media,
the  DVD  and  Blu-ray
editions  often  include
special  features  such
as  behind-the-scenes
d o c u m e n t a r i e s ,
interviews  with  Donny
O s m o n d ,  a n d
commentary  tracks.
When searching for the
title, be sure to check
t h e  y e a r  1 9 9 9  t o
e n s u r e  y o u  a r e
accessing  the  full  film
version starring Donny
Osmond,  as  there  are
also  stage  recordings
and other adaptations.
Watching  the  Joseph
and  the  Amazing
T e c h n i c o l o r
D r e a m c o a t  f u l l
movie is an ideal way
t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e
musical  to  children  or
to relive the magic of a
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show that has brought
smiles to millions.

WHY THIS
ADAPTATION IS A
MUST-WATCH

Many  musical  theater
purists  appreciate
stage productions,  but
this  film  adaptation
offers  distinct
advantages.  First,  the
cinematography allows
for  c lose -ups  and
d y n a m i c  c a m e r a
angles that capture the
actors ’  emot ional
performances in a way
t h a t  l i v e  t h e a t e r
cannot. The set design
i s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y
t h e a t r i c a l  y e t
cinematic  –  a  clever
blend of realistic props
and stylized backdrops
that  mainta in  the
show’s  playful  tone.
T h e  c o s t u m e s ,
especially  the  iconic
coat,  are  r iotously
colorful.  The  film  also
benefits  from  the

polished sound mixing
and  orchestration,
giving  each  song  a
fuller,  studio-quality
s o u n d .  D o n n y
Osmond’s performance
is a standout; he brings
a  tender  vulnerability
to  Joseph’s  suffering
and  a  joyful  charisma
to  his  triumph.  The
s u p p o r t i n g  c a s t ,
including the Narrator,
adds  wa rmth  and
clarity  to  the  story’s
e x p o s i t i o n .  T h i s
a d a p t a t i o n  i s
particularly suitable for
family  viewing.  It  is
r a t e d  G ,  w i t h  n o
objectionable  content,
and  its  messages  of
f o r g i v e n e s s ,
perseverance, and the
power  of  dreams  are
universally  positive.
For  educators  and
parents,  the  Joseph
and  the  Amazing
T e c h n i c o l o r
D r e a m c o a t  f u l l
movie  serves  as  an
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e n g a g i n g  t o o l  t o
discuss  themes  like
sibling rivalry, jealousy,
a n d  r e d e m p t i o n
without being preachy.

CULTURAL IMPACT
AND LEGACY

Twenty-five years  after
the  film’s  release,  it
remains  a  cherished
p i e c e  o f  f a m i l y
entertainment.  It  has
introduced generations
of  children  to  musical
theater.  The  film’s
soundtrack  continues
t o  b e  p o p u l a r  o n
streaming  services.
M o r e o v e r ,  i t  h a s
inspired  countless
school and community
productions.  The 1999
movie  also  helped  to
r e v i t a l i z e  D o n n y
Osmond’s  career ,
reminding audiences of
his  vocal  talents  and
n a t u r a l  s t a g e
presence.  The  film’s
blend of humor, heart,
and  catchy  tunes  has

ensured that the story
of  Joseph  remains
relevant  in  popular
culture.  References  to
the  show  appear  in
television  series,  and
the  iconic  coat  itself
has become a symbol
of  individuality  and
hope.  In  many  ways,
the  Joseph  and  the
Amazing Technicolor
D r e a m c o a t  f u l l
movie  stands  as  the
definitive  recorded
version of the musical,
capturing  the  spirit  of
the  stage  show  while
enhancing  it  with  the
p o l i s h  o f  a  m a j o r
motion  picture.  Its
legacy is one of joy – a
reminder  that  dreams
can come true, even in
the  most  difficult  of
circumstances.

CONCLUSION

W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
looking  for  a  uplifting
movie  night  with  the
family, a nostalgic trip
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down memory lane, or
s imply  a  fantast ic
musical  experience,
the  Joseph  and  the
Amazing Technicolor
D r e a m c o a t  f u l l
movie  del ivers  on
every  level.  From the
opening notes of “Any
Dream Will Do” to the
final  joyful  chorus,  it
envelops the viewer in
a world of color, music,
and  emotion.  Andrew

Lloyd Webber and Tim
Rice’s score has never
sounded  better,  and
t h e  c a s t ’ s
per formances  are
n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f
delightful.  If  you have
n o t  y e t  s e e n  t h i s
adaptation, now is the
perfect time to track it
down and let  Joseph’s
journey  inspire  you.
After  all,  as  the  song
says,  any  dream  will
do.


