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UNLOCKING THE
HEARTBREAK
ANTHEM: YOUR
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO TAYLOR SWIFT
PICTURE TO BURN
CHORDS

There  are  few  things
more  satisfying  than
picking up a guitar and
playing  a  song  that
perfectly  captures  a
mood.  For  millions  of
Taylor  Swift  fans  and
guitar  enthusiasts
alike, "Picture to Burn"
r e m a i n s  a
quintessential early-era
t rack  that  b lends
teenage  angst  with  a
c a t c h y ,  d r i v i n g

country-pop  sound.  If
y o u  h a v e  b e e n
searching  for  reliable
and  accurate  Taylor
Swift  Picture  To
Burn  chords ,  you
have come to the right
place.  This  article  is
designed to be your all-
i n - o n e  r e s o u r c e ,
whether  you  are  a
beginner learning your
first  few  chords  or  an
intermediate  player
looking  to  polish  your
strumming  technique.
We will go beyond just
l ist ing  the  chords,
d i v i n g  i n t o  t h e
structure  of  the  song,
offering  practical
p l ay ing  t i p s ,  and
exploring  the  context
that makes this track a
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standout  in  Swift's
discography. Get ready
to tune up, because we
are  about  to  break
down  everything  you
need to  know to  play
this  revenge-fueled
classic with confidence.

THE ANATOMY OF
THE SONG: KEY
AND TUNING

Before we dive into the
specific  Taylor  Swift
P ic ture  To  Burn
chords,  it  is  essential
to  understand  the
s o n g ' s  m u s i c a l
foundation.  "Picture to
Burn" is played in the
key  of  E  major.  For
gu i tar i s ts ,  th is  i s
e x c e l l e n t  n e w s
because E major is one
o f  t h e  m o s t
c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d
accessible keys to play
in, especially for those
who  are  still  building
finger  strength  and
dexterity.  The  song
primarily  uses  open

chords,  which  means
you  wil l  not  need  a
capo to play it  in  the
o r ig ina l  key .  The
standard  tuning  is
perfectly  fine—E,  A,  D,
G, B, E. The energy of
the  song  comes  not
f r o m  c o m p l e x
fingerpicking  but  from
a  s teady ,  d r i v ing
rhythm that relies on a
s o l i d  r i g h t - h a n d
strumming  technique.
Understanding the key
signature  helps  you
anticipate  the  chord
changes,  making  the
learning process much
smoother.

The Core
Chord
Progressi
on
At  the  heart  of  any
g r e a t  s o n g  i s  a
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compel l ing  chord
progress ion .  The
Taylor  Swift  Picture
To Burn chords form
a  c lass ic  I -V-v i - IV
progression in the key
of E major. This is one
of  the  most  popular
progressions  in  pop
music,  and  for  good
reason—it sounds both
f a m i l i a r  a n d
emotionally  resonant.
Here  a re  the  fou r
primary chords you will
need to master:

E Major (I): This
is the home
chord of the
song. To play it,
place your first
finger on the first
fret of the G
string, your
second finger on
the second fret
of the A string,
and your third
finger on the
second fret of
the D string.
Strum all six

strings.
B Major (V):
The B chord can
be a bit of a
challenge for
beginners, but it
is crucial for this
song. You can
play the full
barre chord
shape at the
second fret or a
simplified
version. For the
simplified
version, try this:
first finger across
the first five
strings at the
second fret? No,
that is F. For B
major, barre your
first finger across
all six strings at
the second fret,
then use your
third and fourth
fingers to form
the A shape on
the fourth fret.
Alternatively, a
common
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workaround is to
play B7 (first
finger on the first
fret of the D
string, second
finger on the
second fret of
the A string, third
finger on the
second fret of
the G string, and
fourth finger on
the second fret
of the high E
string). For this
song, many
players use a
Bm? No, it is B
major. Stick with
the barre or a
simplified B5
(power chord) if
needed.
C# Minor (vi):
This is another
barre chord.
Place your first
finger across all
six strings at the
fourth fret. Then,
use your third
finger on the

sixth fret of the A
string and your
fourth finger on
the sixth fret of
the D string.
Strum all six
strings. A simpler
alternative is to
play C#m7
(barring the
fourth fret and
lifting the barre
to only cover five
strings? Actually,
a common easy
version is to just
play the Am
shape barre at
the 4th fret).
A Major (IV):
This is a
straightforward
open chord. Use
your first,
second, and third
fingers on the
second fret of
the D, G, and B
strings
respectively.
Strum from the A
string down.
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Chord
Progressi
ons for
Each
Section
Now that you know the
individual  chords,  let
us put them together.
The  Taylor  Swift
P ic ture  To  Burn
c h o r d s  f o l l o w  a
consistent  pattern
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
majority  of  the  song.
Here is the breakdown
for each section:

THE VERSE
PROGRESSION

The verses are built on
a repeating four-chord
loop.  The  progression
is:  E - B - C#m - A .
This  cycle  repeats

m u l t i p l e  t i m e s
throughout each verse.
The strumming pattern
is fairly steady, with a
slight emphasis on the
downbeats to keep the
r h y t h m  m o v i n g
forward. You will notice
that the chord changes
happen  every  two
b e a t s  o r  e v e r y
measure,  depending
on how you choose to
count it. For a standard
4/4 time signature, you
can play one chord per
two beats or one chord
per  measure  with  a
faster strum.

THE CHORUS
PROGRESSION

The  chorus  provides
the  release  and  the
emotional  peak of  the
song. It uses the same
four chords but with a
slightly  different
rhythmic feel and vocal
delivery.  The  chorus
progression remains E
-  B  -  C # m  -  A .



6

6 Taylor Swift Picture To Burn
Chords

2023-10-17

However,  the dynamic
is higher. You will want
to  strum  with  more
force  and  confidence.
The chord changes are
often  quicker,  giving
the  chorus  a  driving,
anthemic  quality.  This
is  the  section  where
the  title  lyric  "Picture
to Burn" appears, so it
c a r r i e s  t h e  m o s t
weight.

THE BRIDGE
PROGRESSION

The  bridge  offers  a
slight  departure  from
the main loop. While it
still uses the same core
chords, the progression
changes order to build
tension.  A  common
interpretation  of  the
bridge  progression  for
Taylor  Swift  Picture
To Burn chords is: A -
E - B  (repeated). This
change  in  sequence
signals  to  the  listener
t h a t  s o m e t h i n g
different  is  happening,

leading  back  into  the
final chorus. The bridge
is  shorter  and  more
repetitive,  which  is
typical  for  pop  song
structure.

MASTERING THE
STRUMMING
PATTERN

Chords  are  only  half
t h e  b a t t l e .  T h e
strumming  pattern  is
what gives "Picture to
Burn"  its  signature
swagger and rebellious
energy. The song is in
4 /4  t ime ,  and  the
strumming  pattern  is
based  on  a  driving
eighth-note  feel  with
a c c e n t s  o n  t h e
d o w n b e a t s .  F o r
beginners, start with a
simple  down-up-down-
up  pattern.  Once  you
are  comfortable  with
the chord changes, you
c a n  a d d  m o r e
complexity. A common
pattern used by many
guitar  teachers  for
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Taylor  Swift  Picture
To Burn chords is as
follows:

Down, Down,1.
Down-Up,
Down-Up
(repeat). This
pattern has a
syncopated feel
that mimics the
original
recording.
Practice it slowly
on a single chord
before trying to
move through
the progression.
Variation: You2.
can also try a
pattern that
emphasizes the
backbeat: Down,
(pause), Down-
Up, Down-Up.
The pause
creates a sense
of anticipation.
Muting: To get3.
the authentic
country-pop
sound,
incorporate some

palm muting on
the verses.
Lightly rest the
edge of your
strumming hand
on the strings
near the bridge.
This gives the
verses a tighter,
more percussive
sound. For the
chorus, release
the palm mute to
let the chords
ring out fully.

The key to nailing the
strumming  pattern  is
consistency.  The  right
hand should feel like a
metronome, moving up
and  down  even  when
you are not hitting the
strings. This keeps you
in time and makes the
transition  between
chords much smoother.
Listen  to  the  original
track  and  try  to  feel
the  rhythmic  pulse
before you even touch
your guitar.
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TIPS FOR
BEGINNERS AND
INTERMEDIATE
PLAYERS

Whether  you  are  just
starting  out  or  you
have been playing for a
while, there are always
ways  to  improve your
performance of Taylor
Swift  Picture  To
Burn chords. Here are
some  practical  tips
tailored  to  different
skill  levels:

For
Complete
Beginner
s

Simplify the B
and C#m
chords. As
mentioned
earlier, these
barre chords are

tough. For the B
chord, you can
play a B5 power
chord (barre your
first finger across
the A and D
strings at the
second fret, and
use your third
finger on the
fourth fret of the
G string? No, B5
is just the root
and fifth. Play
the 2nd fret on
the A string and
the 4th fret on
the D string). For
C#m, try playing
a simplified
version by just
barring the first
four strings at
the fourth fret
with your first
finger and
strumming only
those four
strings. It will
sound close
enough for
practice.
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Focus on the
downstrum.
When you are
first learning, do
not worry about
complex up-and-
down patterns.
Just strum down
on each beat (1,
2, 3, 4). This will
help you build
muscle memory
for the chord
changes.
Use a
metronome.
Start very slow,
around 60 beats
per minute.
Increase the
speed only when
you can change
chords cleanly
without buzzing
or pausing.

For

Intermedi
ate
Players

Experiment
with dynamics.
The verses
should be quieter
and more
restrained, while
the choruses
should be loud
and full. Practice
controlling your
strumming
volume to match
the emotional
arc of the song.
Add
embellishment
s. Once you have
the basic Taylor
Swift Picture
To Burn chords
down, try adding
hammer-ons or
pull-offs within
the chord
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shapes. For
example, on the
E chord, you can
lift your third
finger off the D
string (second
fret) to create a
subtle melodic
change.
Work on your
rhythm. The
strumming
pattern is the
backbone of this
song. Record
yourself playing
along with the
track and listen
back. Are you
rushing? Are you
dragging? Adjust
your timing until
you lock in with
the recording.

THE STORY
BEHIND THE SONG

Understanding  the
context of a song can
deepen your emotional
connection to it, which
in  turn  improves  your

performance.  "Picture
to Burn" was written by
Taylor  Swift  and  Liz
Rose  for  Swift's  self-
titled debut album. It is
a  c lass ic  revenge
a n t h e m  a b o u t  a
relationship that ended
badly.  The  narrator  is
a n g r y ,  h u r t ,  a n d
defiant.  She  tells  her
ex that she is going to
find a picture of him to
burn,  symbolically
erasing  him  from  her
l i f e .  T h e  s o n g  i s
notable  for  its  sharp
l y r i c s  a n d  i t s
unapologetically  sassy
tone.  For  guitarists,
know ing  tha t  t he
Taylor  Swift  Picture
To  Burn  chords  are
driving  a  narrative  of
empowerment  and
f r u s t r a t i o n  c a n
influence how you play.
Y o u  a r e  n o t  j u s t
playing notes; you are
tell ing  a  story.  The
aggressive  strumming
of  the  chorus  mirrors
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the  narrator's  anger,
w h i l e  t h e  m o r e
subdued  verses  reflect
t h e  s i m m e r i n g
resentment.  This  song
was  also  released  in
two  vers ions :  the
original  album version
and a later "radio edit"
that  changed  a  line
about the ex-boyfriend
being  "better  known
for  the things that  he

does on the mattress."
The radio edit changed
the  lyric  to  "better
known  for  the  things
that  he  does  with  his
friends."  This  bit  of
t r i v i a  i s  a  g r e a t
conversation  starter
and shows how songs
can evolve over time.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO


