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UNLOCKING
YOUNG
ENTREPRENEURS:
A DEEP DIVE INTO
101 BUSINESS
IDEAS FOR KIDS
BY KRIS SOLIE
JOHNSON

I n  a  w o r l d  t h a t
increasingly  values
innovation,  resilience,
and  financial  literacy,
teaching  children  the
f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f
entrepreneurship  has
n e v e r  b e e n  m o r e
important. While many

p a r e n t s  f o c u s  o n
t r a d i t i o n a l
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r
activities like sports or
mus i c ,  a  g row ing
n u m b e r  a r e
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e
immense  va lue  o f
helping  their  children
start small businesses.
T h e  c h a l l e n g e ,
however,  often  lies  in
finding  age-
a p p r o p r i a t e ,
e x e c u t a b l e ,  a n d
genuinely  fun  ideas.
Th i s  i s  whe re  the
r e s o u r c e  1 0 1
Business  Ideas  For
Kids  By  Kris  Solie
Johnson steps in as a
game-changer.  This
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collection is not merely
a  l i s t ;  i t  i s  a
thoughtfully  curated
guide  designed  to
spark  creativity,  build
confidence,  and  teach
real-world skills. In this
comprehensive  article,
we  wil l  explore  the
core  concepts  behind
this valuable resource,
discuss  how  these
ideas  cater  to  different
a g e  g r o u p s ,  a n d
examine  the  profound
impact  that  ear ly
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l
experiences  can  have
o n  a  c h i l d ' s
development.
Kris  Solie  Johnson has
crafted  a  unique  tool
that  bridges  the  gap
between  a  ch i ld 's
natural  curiosity  and
the structured world of
c o m m e r c e .  T h e
b r i l l i ance  o f  101
Business  Ideas  For
Kids  By  Kris  Solie
Johnson  l ies  in  its
accessibility.  It  moves

beyond the predictable
lemonade  stand  to
offer a diverse array of
ventures that leverage
modern trends, classic
skills,  and  the  specific
interests  of  children.
Whether your child is a
budding  artist,  a  tech
enthusiast,  a  nature
l ove r ,  o r  a  soc i a l
butterfly, this collection
provides  a  tailored
starting point.  It  turns
the abstract concept of
"starting  a  business"
i n t o  a  t a n g i b l e ,
e x c i t i n g ,  a n d
manageable  project
that can be undertaken
over  a  weekend,  a
summer  break ,  or
developed into a long-
term passion.

The Core
Philosoph
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y Behind
the Ideas
Before  div ing  into
specific categories, it is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
underlying  philosophy
t h a t  m a k e s  1 0 1
Business  Ideas  For
Kids  By  Kris  Solie
Johnson  so  effective.
The book is not about
pushing  children  into
premature  capitalism.
Instead,  it  is  about
harnessing their innate
desire to create,  help,
and play. Each idea is
framed  around  a  few
key principles:

Low Startup
Costs: The
majority of the
ideas require
little to no initial
investment,
relying instead
on materials

already found at
home or
inexpensive
supplies.
Scalable Effort:
A child can run
these businesses
for a single
afternoon or
evolve them into
a more serious
venture. The
effort is entirely
adjustable to the
child's age and
commitment
level.
Skill
Development:
Every idea is a
disguised lesson
in math
(counting money,
making change),
communication
(talking to
customers),
creativity
(designing a
product), and
responsibility
(showing up on
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time).
Fun Factor: If it
is not fun for the
child, it will not
work. The ideas
are designed to
feel like play,
with the business
aspect naturally
woven into the
activity.

CATEGORIZING
THE 101 BUSINESS
IDEAS FOR KIDS
BY KRIS SOLIE
JOHNSON

To  help  you  navigate
this  extensive  list,  we
can  break  down  the
ideas into several core
categories. This makes
it  easier  for  a  parent
and  child  to  identify
which type of  venture
might  be  the  best  fit
based  on  personality
and  natural  talents.

Service-
Based
Businesse
s for the
Helper
These ideas are perfect
for  children  who  are
energetic,  social,  and
enjoy being of  service
to  others.  They  teach
responsibility  and  the
value  of  hard  work.
M a n y  o f  t h e
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
found in 101 Business
Ideas  For  Kids  By
Kris  Solie  Johnson
fall  into  this  category
because  they  a re
straightforward  and
deeply  satisfying.

Pet Care
Services: Dog
walking, pet
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sitting, and cat
feeding are
classic starters.
They teach
reliability and a
love for animals.
Lawn and
Garden Help:
Raking leaves,
weeding
gardens,
watering plants,
or shoveling
snow. These are
physically
engaging and
teach a strong
work ethic.
Car Washing
and Detailing:
A simple bucket,
sponge, and
soap are all that
is needed. Kids
can offer this
service to
neighbors and
family, learning
how to provide a
thorough, quality
service.
Home Helper:

Organizing a
garage, washing
windows, or
helping with
basic cleaning
tasks. This
teaches
organization and
pride in one's
work.
Technology
Tutor for
Seniors: In our
digital age, many
older adults need
help with their
phones, tablets,
or computers. A
tech-savvy child
can be a patient
and effective
teacher.

Creative
and
Crafty
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Ventures
for the

Artist
For  children  who  love
to draw, paint, build, or
s e w ,  c r e a t i v e
b u s i n e s s e s  a r e  a
natural  fit.  These ideas
al low  for  immense
personal  expression
and  often  result  in
high-margin  products.
The  101  Business
Ideas  For  Kids  By
Kris  Solie  Johnson
resource  excels  here
by  offering  ideas  that
go beyond simple craft
sales.

Handmade
Jewelry: From
friendship
bracelets to
beaded
necklaces, this is
a great way to
turn a hobby into

income.
Custom Art
Prints and
Cards: A child
with a talent for
drawing can
create original
artwork and sell
prints or greeting
cards. This
teaches them
about intellectual
property and
product design.
Slime and
Playdough
Making: The
slime craze is
still strong. Kids
can create
themed slimes
(glitter, scented,
fluffy) and sell
them at school or
local markets.
Soap and Bath
Bomb
Manufacturing:
With simple kits
available, kids
can learn the
science of
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making
handmade soaps
and bath bombs.
This is a high-
value product
that sells well.
Custom T-Shirt
Design: Using
iron-on transfers
or simple fabric
paint, kids can
create and sell
custom t-shirts
with their own
designs or clever
sayings.

Food and
Beverage
Businesse
s for the
Young

Chef
Food  businesses  are
perennial  favorites
because  everyone
loves to eat. However,
101  Business  Ideas
For  K ids  By  Kr is
Solie  Johnson  wisely
encourages  ideas  that
are  safe,  simple,  and
require  minimal  adult
supervis ion  in  the
k i t c h e n .  T h e s e
ventures  teach  food
sa fe ty ,  cus tomer
service, and the basics
of supply and demand.

Lemonade and
Stand
Variation: The
classic, but with
a twist. Consider
selling iced tea,
hot chocolate in
winter, or aguas
frescas.
Baked Goods:
Cookies,
brownies,
cupcakes, and
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muffins are
always in
demand. This
teaches precise
measurement
and following
instructions.
Popcorn and
Snack Mixes:
Making gourmet
popcorn
(caramel,
cheese, kettle
corn) or trail mix
is easy, scalable,
and has a great
profit margin.
Hot Dog or
Hamburger
Stand: With
adult supervision
for cooking, a
backyard grill
stand can be a
huge hit at
neighborhood
gatherings.
Freshly
Squeezed
Juice: A simple
manual juicer
and fresh

oranges can
create a high-
demand health
drink.

Digital
and Tech-
Focused
Ideas for
the
Innovator
Today's kids are digital
na t i ves .  The  101
Business  Ideas  For
Kids  By  Kris  Solie
Johnson  collection
smar t l y  i n c l udes
several  modern,  tech-
forward  ideas  that
require little more than
a  computer  or  tablet
a n d  a n  i n t e r n e t
connec t i on  (w i th
parental supervision).
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Social Media
Management
for Local
Businesses: A
teen can help a
local restaurant
or boutique post
on Instagram or
TikTok,
leveraging their
native
understanding of
these platforms.
YouTube
Channel
Production:
Starting a
channel focused
on a passion
(gaming,
unboxing, art
tutorials, book
reviews) can
eventually
generate ad
revenue.
Graphic Design
Services: Using
free tools like
Canva, a creative
kid can design
logos, flyers, or

social media
graphics for
small businesses
or events.
Video Editing:
Many people
need help editing
family videos,
graduation clips,
or simple
promotional
content. A tech-
savvy kid with
editing software
can provide this
service.
Online
Reselling: With
a parent's help, a
child can learn to
find undervalued
items at garage
sales and resell
them on
platforms like
eBay or
Facebook
Marketplace.
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Seasonal
and
Event-
Based
Businesse

s
Timing is everything in
business.  One  of  the
smartest  strategies
o u t l i n e d  i n  1 0 1
Business  Ideas  For
Kids  By  Kris  Solie
Johnson is capitalizing
o n  h o l i d a y s  a n d
seasonal events. These
businesses  have  a
built-in  urgency  and
high  demand.

Holiday
Decorating:
Offering to help
neighbors put up
Halloween,

Christmas, or
Fourth of July
decorations is a
quick and easy
service.
Valentine's Day
Candy Grams:
A child can make
and sell small
candy bouquets
or cards for
classmates and
neighbors.
Gift Wrapping
Service: During
the holiday
season, many
people hate
wrapping
presents. A kid
with good scissor
skills can offer
this service for a
small fee.
Easter Egg
Hunt
Organizer: For
families with
young children, a
teen can plan
and run a small
easter egg hunt
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in their backyard.
Backyard
Camping
Assistant:
Helping families
set up tents,
gather firewood,
and organize
camping gear for
a backyard
sleepover.

HOW TO CHOOSE
THE RIGHT IDEA
FOR YOUR CHILD

With  101  options,  the
c h o i c e  c a n  b e
overwhelming. The key
is to align the business
w i t h  t h e  c h i l d ' s
p a s s i o n  a n d
personality.  A  shy,
introverted child might
prefer making soap in
the kitchen instead of
selling  it  door-to-door
(a  parent  or  sibling
could help with sales).
An  extroverted  child
might thrive running a
lemonade stand where
they  can  chat  with

every  passerby.
The  101  Business
Ideas  For  Kids  By
Kris  Solie  Johnson
resource  suggests  a
s imple  three-step
selection  process:

Brainstorm1.
Interests: What
does the child
already love
doing? Playing
with pets?
Drawing?
Baking? Building
with LEGOs?
Assess the2.
Market: Is there
a demand for
this service in
your
neighborhood?
Are there
neighbors who
might pay for
dog walking or
lawn care?
Start Small:3.
Choose an idea
that can be
launched in one
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weekend. The
goal is to
experience a
small win, which
builds confidence
for future
endeavors.

THE DEEPER
VALUE: LIFE
LESSONS BEYOND
PROFIT

While the primary goal
o f  101  Bus iness
Ideas  For  Kids  By
Kris Solie Johnson is
to  help  kids  start  a
b u s i n e s s ,  t h e
s e c o n d a r y  a n d
a r g u a b l y  m o r e
important benefit is the
profound  personal
development  that
occurs along the way.
Parents  often  report
that their children gain
far  more  than  just
money.

Financial
Literacy: Kids
learn to count

money, make
change, track
expenses, and
understand profit
margins. This is
practical math
that sticks.
Communication
Skills: They
learn to speak
clearly, explain
their product,
negotiate, and
handle customer
questions. This
boosts public
speaking
confidence.
Resilience and
Problem-
Solving: Not
every day will be
a success. A
rainy day during
a lemonade
stand teaches
acceptance and
adaptation. A
slow sales day
teaches patience
and marketing.
Work Ethic:
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They learn that
effort is directly
tied to reward.
Waking up early
to bake cookies
or walking a dog
in the heat
teaches
commitment.
Empathy:
Providing a
service or
product that
makes someone
happy fosters a
sense of
contribution and
connection to the
community.

CONCLUSION: A
LAUNCHPAD FOR
LIFELONG
SUCCESS

101  Business  Ideas

For  K ids  By  Kr is
Solie Johnson is more
than just a list; it is a
launchpad.  It  provides
the  initial  spark  that
can  ignite  a  lifelong
passion  for  creativity,
sel f - re l iance,  and
meaningful  work.  In  a
structured world where
children are often told
what to do and how to
do it, entrepreneurship
offers  a  rare  and
valuable  opportunity
for autonomy. It allows
a child to be the boss
of  thei r  own  smal l
universe,  to  test  their
i d e a s ,  t o  m a k e
mistakes  in  a  safe
environment,  and  to
t a s t e  t h e  s w e e t
success  of  earning
something  through
their  own  effort.


