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THE ART AND
PURPOSE OF THE
KINDERGARTEN
END OF YEAR
REPORT CARD
COMMENTS

As  the  school  year
d raws  t o  a  c l o se ,
kindergarten  teachers
everywhere face one of
their  most  important
and  time-consuming
t a s k s :  w r i t i n g
m e a n i n g f u l
Kindergarten End of
Year  Report  Card
Comments .  These
final  comments  are  far

more  than  a  simple
summary of grades or
a  checklist  of  skills
m a s t e r e d .  T h e y
represent  a  powerful
communication  tool
that  bridges  the  gap
between  school  and
home,  celebrating  a
chi ld ’s  incredib le
journey of growth over
nine  transformative
months.  For  many
parents,  this  report
card is their first formal
gl impse  into  their
c h i l d ’ s  l i f e  a s  a
student.  It  can  evoke
pr ide ,  re l i e f ,  and
sometimes  confusion.
Crafting  comments
that  are  both  honest
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and  encourag ing,
specific  yet
compassionate,  is  a
delicate art. This article
will guide you through
t h e  e s s e n t i a l
c o m p o n e n t s  o f
effective  end-of-year
comments,  offering
practical  strategies,
example  phrases,  and
insights to ensure your
words resonate warmly
a n d  c l e a r l y  w i t h
families.
The final  report  card is
a milestone document.
It  captures  not  only
academic  readiness
but  also  the  social,
e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d
physical  development
that  defines  the
k i n d e r g a r t e n
experience.  A  well-
written  comment  can
strengthen  the  home-
school  partnership,
p rov ide  va luab le
insight for parents, and
even  help  identi fy
areas  where  a  child

may  need  additional
support  in  first  grade.
By  approaching  this
task with intention and
care, you turn a routine
requirement  into  a
lasting, positive record
of  a  child’s  first
academic  adventure.

WHY END OF YEAR
COMMENTS
MATTER FOR
KINDERGARTENER
S

Kindergarten is a year
of foundational change.
Ch i ld ren  enter  as
preschoolers,  often
unsure of routines and
letters,  and  leave  as
confident,  budding
readers  and  problem-
s o l v e r s .  T h e
Kindergarten End of
Year  Report  Card
Comments serve as a
n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h i s
transformation.  They
provide  context  that
grades  alone  cannot
offer. A child might still
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be working on reading
fluency  but  has  shown
remarkable  growth  in
persistence  and  self-
regulation.  Without  a
comment  explaining
this,  a  parent  might
only  see  a  score  and
feel  unnecessari ly
worried.
Furthermore,  these
c o m m e n t s  h e l p
parents understand the
"whole  child."  They
highlight  strengths  in
a r e a s  l i k e
c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,
c r e a t i v i t y ,  a n d
curiosity.  They  also
offer  a  gentle,
professional  way  to
address  challenges,
such  as  difficulty  with
fine  motor  skills  or
attention during group
activities. When written
thoughtfully,  end-of-
year  comments  build
trust, showing that the
teacher  truly  knows
and  cares  for  their
child.  This trust is the

bedrock of a successful
transition  to  the  next
grade level.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF EFFECTIVE
KINDERGARTEN
END OF YEAR
REPORT CARD
COMMENTS

Every strong comment
should balance several
elements.  I t  is  not
enough  to  simply  list
accomplishments.  The
m o s t  i m p a c t f u l
c o m m e n t s  a r e
personalized,  specific,
and  forward-looking.
They  acknowledge
growth,  celebrate
effort,  and  provide  a
clear  picture  of  the
child’s  readiness  for
first  grade.  Below  are
the  core  components
to include.
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Personali
zation
and
Authentic

ity
Generic comments are
easi ly  spotted  and
quickly  forgotten.
Parents  want  to  know
you see their  child as
an  individual.  Replace
vague  phrases  like  "a
good  student"  with
specific  observations.
For  example,  "Maya
approaches  math
c h a l l e n g e s  w i t h
creative thinking, often
finding  multiple  ways
to solve a problem" is
far  more  meaningful.
Mentioning  a  child’s
favor i te  center ,  a
proud  moment  during
a class performance, or

a  unique  friendship
s h o w s  g e n u i n e
engagement.

Celebrati
on of
Growth
and Effort
Kindergarten  is  not
about  perfection;  it  is
a b o u t  p r o g r e s s .
Highlight  the  distance
a  child  has  traveled
since September. Did a
shy  student  begin
speaking  in  morning
m e e t i n g ?  D i d  a
reluctant  writer  start
labeling drawings with
confidence?  These  are
the  stories  parents
cherish.  Use  phrases
that  emphasize  effort,
such  as  "has  shown
tremendous growth in"
o r  " c o n s i s t e n t l y
d e m o n s t r a t e s
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perseverance  when."
This  focus  on  growth
mindset  encourages
parents  and  children
alike.

Specific
Academic
and
Social
Examples
Parents  appreciate
concrete  examples.
Instead of saying "Liam
i s  d o i n g  w e l l  i n
reading,"  try  "L  Liam
can  blend  CVC  words
independently  and
enjoys retelling stories
with  expression."  For
s o c i a l - e m o t i o n a l
growth,  you  might
write, "Ella has become
a compassionate friend
w h o  h e l p s  p e e r s
resolve conflicts during

f ree  p lay . "  These
specifics  help  parents
understand  exactly
what their child can do
and  where  they  are
heading.

Honest,
Yet
Compassi
onate,
Areas for
Growth
No child is perfect, and
parents  know  this.
Address ing  areas
where  a  child  needs
continued  support  is
p a r t  o f  y o u r
p r o f e s s i o n a l
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
However, the way you
frame  this  matters
enormously.  Always



6

6 Kindergarten End Of Year Report Card
Comments

2024-02-03

u s e  p o s i t i v e ,
constructive  language.
Instead  of  "Samuel
struggles  to  sit  still,"
try "Samuel is learning
to  manage  his  body
during  whole-group
instruction, and we are
working  on  strategies
t o  h e l p  h i m  s t a y
f o c u s e d . "  T h i s
approach  i nv i tes
collaboration  rather
than  defensiveness.

Forward-
Looking
Statemen
ts for
First
Grade
T h e  e n d  o f
k indergar ten  i s  a
bridge  to  first  grade.

Your  comment  should
help  parents  prepare
for  this  transit ion.
Mention skills that will
be  important  in  the
coming  year,  such  as
i n c r e a s e d
independence  with
rout ines ,  read ing
s t a m i n a ,  o r
foundational  number
s e n s e .  R e a s s u r e
parents that their child
is ready, even if there
a r e  s t i l l  a r e a s  t o
develop.  A  comment
like,  "With  continued
pract ice  at  home,
Jackson  will  be  well-
p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e
reading expectations of
first  grade"  is  both
h o n e s t  a n d
encouraging.

HOW TO
STRUCTURE YOUR
KINDERGARTEN
END OF YEAR
REPORT CARD
COMMENTS
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H a v i n g  a  c l e a r
structure  can  save
t i m e  a n d  e n s u r e
consistency.  While
every comment should
be  unique,  a  general
framework  helps  you
cover  al l  essential
points without missing
anything.  Consider
using  a  simple  three-
p a r t  s t r u c t u r e :
opening,  body,  and
closing.

The
Opening:
A Positive
First
Impressio
n
Start  with  a  warm,
affirmative  statement
that  captures  the

c h i l d ’ s  o v e r a l l
character or a highlight
of the year. This sets a
appreciative  tone.
Examples  include:

"It has been a joy
to watch [Child’s
Name] blossom
into a confident
and curious
learner this
year."
"[Child’s Name]
brought so much
energy and
enthusiasm to
our classroom
every single
day."
"One of the
greatest
highlights of this
year has been
seeing [Child’s
Name] discover a
love of books."

The
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Body:
Detailed
Observati
ons of

Growth
This is the heart of the
comment. Divide it into
two  or  three  short
paragraphs  or  bullet
points  if  your  format
a l lows .  Cover  the
following  areas:

Social and1.
Emotional
Development:
Describe how the
child interacts
with peers,
handles
emotions, and
participates in
the classroom
community.
Academic2.

Progress:
Highlight key
achievements in
literacy, math,
and other
content areas.
Use specific skills
like letter-sound
recognition,
number sense, or
writing
development.
Work Habits3.
and
Independence:
Mention the
child’s ability to
follow routines,
complete tasks,
and take
initiative.

Remember to weave in
the  keyword  phrase
naturally. For example,
"When  writing  your
Kindergarten End of
Year  Report  Card
Comments, be sure to
include  specific
examples  of  how  the
chi ld  has  grown  in
independence  and
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academic readiness."

The
Closing:
Encourag
ement
and
Partnersh
ip
End  with  a  forward-
looking statement that
reaffirms  your
confidence  in  the  child
and  invites  continued
collaboration  with  the
fami ly .  Examples
include:

"I am confident
that [Child’s
Name] will
continue to
thrive in first

grade, and I
thank you for
your wonderful
partnership this
year."
"With your
continued
support at home,
I know [Child’s
Name] will build
on the strong
foundation he
has established."
"Thank you for
sharing your
amazing child
with me. I cannot
wait to see all
that they will
accomplish next
year."

SAMPLE PHRASES
FOR DIFFERENT
SCENARIOS

T o  h e l p  y o u  g e t
s ta r ted ,  he re  a re
sample  phrases  you
can adapt for your own
Kindergarten End of
Year  Report  Card
Comments. These are
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organized  by  area  of
development  and  are
designed to  be  mixed
and matched.

For Social
and
Emotional
Growth

"Has developed
strong
friendships and is
a kind and
inclusive
classmate."
"Shows
increasing ability
to regulate
emotions and
use words to
express
feelings."
"Is a natural
leader during
group activities
and helps friends
stay on task."

"Has grown more
comfortable
participating in
class discussions
and sharing
ideas."
"Works well in
collaborative
settings and
respects the
opinions of
others."

For
Literacy
and
Language
Skills

"Reads grade-
level sight words
with automaticity
and enjoys
reading simple
books
independently."
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"Writes
sentences with
inventive spelling
and
demonstrates a
growing
understanding of
punctuation."
"Has a strong
phonemic
awareness and
can blend and
segment sounds
in CVC words."
"Loves listening
to stories and
can retell the
main events and
characters with
detail."
"Is beginning to
use descriptive
language in both
speaking and
writing."

For

Mathema
tics

"Counts to 100
by ones and tens
and understands
the concept of
one-to-one
correspondence."
"Accurately
identifies and
describes 2D and
3D shapes and
their attributes."
"Solves simple
addition and
subtraction
problems using
manipulatives
and mental
strategies."
"Can order
numbers and
compare
quantities using
greater than and
less than
vocabulary."
"Shows
persistence when
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solving math
puzzles and
explains their
reasoning
clearly."

For Areas
of
Continue
d Growth

"Is learning to
manage
distractions and
stay focused
during
independent
work time."
"Continues to
develop fine
motor skills
needed for
handwriting and
cutting.
Continued
practice at home
will be

beneficial."
"Is building
confidence in
reading and
benefits from
repeated
practice with
familiar texts."
"Is working on
following multi-
step directions
independently.
Visual cues and
checklists have
been helpful."
"With continued
support, will be
ready to take on
the increased
writing
expectations of
first grade."

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID IN
KINDERGARTEN
END OF YEAR
REPORT CARD
COMMENTS

Even  exper ienced
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teachers  can  fall  into
traps  when  writing  a
l a r g e  v o l u m e  o f
comments .  Be ing
a w a r e  o f  t h e s e
common  pitfalls  will
he lp  you  p roduce
higher  quality,  more
effective
communication.
1. Being Too Vague:
P h r a s e s  l i k e  " a
pleasure  to  have  in
class"  are  nice  but
p r o v i d e  n o  r e a l
information.  Always
pair  compliments  with
specific evidence.
2. Focusing Only on
A c a d e m i c s :
K indergar ten  i s  a
holistic  experience.  A
child  who  struggles
with  reading  but  has
made huge social gains
deserves  recognition
f o r  t h a t  g r o w t h .
Ignoring  the  social-
emotional  side  gives
an  incomplete  picture.
3.  Using  Negative

Language:  Avo id
words  l ike  "can't,"
"doesn't," or "fails to."
Instead,  use  growth-
oriented language such
as "is  developing,"  "is
l e a r n i n g  t o , "  o r
"benefits  from  support
with."  This  keeps  the
tone constructive.
4 .  C o m p a r i n g
Ch i ldren :  N e v e r
compare  a  chi ld  to
other  students.  Every
child develops at their
own pace. Focus on the
individual’s  progress
from their own starting
point.
5.  Forgetting  the
P a r e n t s ’
P e r s p e c t i v e :
R e m e m b e r  t h a t
p a r e n t s  a r e
emotionally invested. A
blunt  comment  can
cause  unnecessary
w o r r y  o r
defensiveness.  Always
lead with empathy and
a collaborative spirit.
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6. Writing Too Much
or Too Little: A single
sentence  is  rarely
e n o u g h ,  b u t  a
paragraph that goes on
f o r  p a g e s  c a n
overwhelm  parents.
Aim  for  a  balanced,
concise  comment  that
covers  the  essentials
clearly.

TIPS FOR
STREAMLINING
THE WRITING
PROCESS

Wri t ing  dozens  o f
p e r s o n a l i z e d
c o m m e n t s  i s  a
marathon, not a sprint.
Use these strategies to
maintain  quality  while
protecting  your  time
and  energy.
K e e p  N o t e s
Throughout  the
Year:  Start  a  simple
digital  or  physical  file
for  each  student  in
September.  Jot  down
anecdotes,  milestones,

and  areas  of  concern
as  they  occur.  When
r e p o r t  c a r d  t i m e
comes, these notes are
gold.  You  wil l  have
authentic  material  to
draw  from  instead  of
s tar ing  at  a  b lank
screen.
U s e  a  C o m m e n t
Bank  Strategically:
Many teachers create a
bank  of  well-written
phrases that  they can
adapt.  This  is  not  the
same  as  copying  and
pasting.  Use the bank
as  a  starting  point,
then  customize  each
comment  with  specific
details about the child.
This saves time without
sacrificing
personalization.
Write  in  Batches:
Group  students  by
similar  strengths  or
needs.  Writing several
comments for children
who  have  excelled  in
reading,  for  example,
can  help  you  find  a
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rhythm.  Take  breaks
between  batches  to
stay  fresh.
R e a d  A l o u d  f o r
Tone:  Before  finalizing

a  comment,  read  it
aloud.  Does  it  sound
kind and professional?
Would  you  feel  good
receiving it


