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THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF ROAD &
TRACK ON PETER
EGAN’S SIDE
GLANCES AND THE
LEGEND OF
BROOKLANDS

For decades, the pages
o f  R o a d  &  T r a c k
magazine have been a
s a n c t u a r y  f o r
a u t o m o t i v e
enthusiasts. Among its
m o s t  c h e r i s h e d
f e a t u r e s  w a s  t h e
m o n t h l y  c o l u m n
written by Peter Egan,

titled  "Side  Glances."
Few automotive writers
have  managed  to
capture the soul of car
cu l tu re  w i th  such
warmth ,  w i t ,  and
genuine  humanity.
When you combine the
reflective  nature  of
Road And Track  On
Peter  Egan  S  Side
Glances  Brooklands,
you  uncover  a  r ich
tapestry  of  history,
nostalgia, and the pure
joy of motoring. Egan’s
w r i t i n g  a b o u t
B r o o k l a n d s ,  t h e
legendary  banked
racetrack  in  Surrey,
England,  is  a  perfect
example  of  his  ability
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to transport readers to
another  t ime  and
place.
This  article  explores
Peter  Egan’s  legacy,
the  unique  voice  of
Side Glances,  and the
profound  connection
he forged between his
r e a d e r s  a n d  t h e
hallowed  grounds  of
Brooklands. It is a story
a b o u t  m e m o r y ,
machines,  and  the
open  road.

Understa
nding the
Phenome
non of
Peter
Egan’s

Side
Glances
Peter Egan is not just a
journa l is t ;  he  is  a
storyteller.  His  Side
Glances column, which
ran in Road & Track for
over  three  decades,
was  never  just  about
cars. It  was about the
e x p e r i e n c e s
surrounding  them.
W h e t h e r  h e  w a s
writing  about  a  cross-
country road trip in an
old  British  sports  car,
the  melancholy  of
se l l i ng  a  be loved
motorcycle,  or  the
quiet  satisfaction  of  a
garage  restoration,
Egan ’ s  vo i ce  was
always  authentic.
What made Road And
Track On Peter Egan
S  S i d e  G l a n c e s
B r o o k l a n d s  s o
compelling  was  the
wr i ter ’s  ab i l i ty  to
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connect  a  specific
location to a universal
feeling.  Brooklands  is
more than a track; it is
a  m o n u m e n t  t o
automotive  ambition.
Egan  understood  this.
He  approached  the
s u b j e c t  n o t  a s  a
historian delivering dry
facts, but as a pilgrim
visiting  a  sacred  site.
H i s  p rose  inv i ted
readers  to  feel  the
wind  and  hear  the
echoes of engines from
a bygone era.

The Soul
of
Brooklan
ds: A
Cathedral

of Speed
To  fully  appreciate
Egan’s  writing  on  the
subject,  one  must  first
unde r s tand  wha t
Brooklands represents.
O p e n e d  i n  1 9 0 7 ,
Brooklands  was  the
world’s  first  purpose-
bui l t  motor  racing
circuit.  Its  massive,
s t e e p l y  b a n k e d
concrete  corners  were
terrifying  and  awe-
inspiring. It was a place
where  speed  records
were  shattered  and
where  the  Br i t i sh
automotive  industry
came  to  p rove  i t s
mettle.
By the time Peter Egan
visited, Brooklands had
long  ceased  to  be  an
act ive  race  t rack.
However,  its  spir it
r e m a i n e d .  T h e
crumbling  concrete
and overgrown verges
were  no t  s i gns  o f
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decay; they were scars
of  honor.  When  you
read Road And Track
On  Peter  Egan  S
S i d e  G l a n c e s
Brooklands ,  you
understand  that  Egan
saw  the  t rack  as  a
character  in  its  own
right. He described the
way the light fell on the
banking, the texture of
the  tarmac,  and  the
ghosts of cars like the
Napier-Railton and the
24 Hours  of  Le Mans-
winning  Bentleys  that
once thundered around
the circuit.

What
Made
Egan’s
Brooklan

ds Piece
So
Memorabl
e?
In  h is  c lass ic  Side
G l a n c e s  c o l u m n
f o c u s i n g  o n
Brooklands,  Egan  did
something  that  few
travel  writers  achieve.
He  made  the  location
feel intimate. He didn't
just  list  the history  of
the  track;  he  walked
the  banking  with  his
fr iend,  feel ing  the
vertigo-inducing  slope.
He  desc r i bed  the
silence  of  the  place,
b r o k e n  o n l y  b y
b i r d s o n g ,  a n d
contrasted  it  with  the
imagined  roar  of  500
horsepower engines.
This  is  the  genius  of
Road And Track  On
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Peter  Egan  S  Side
Glances  Brooklands.
Egan used the museum
and the surviving track
sect ions  as  a  lens
through which to view
the fragility of life and
the  permanence  of
passion.  He  reflected
on the bravery of  the
dr ivers  who  raced
there, the ingenuity of
the engineers, and the
simple  fact  that  the
concrete  still  stood,  a
testament  to  their
efforts.
Key elements of Egan’s
writing style that shine
through  in  this  piece
include:

Observational
Detail: He notes
the small things,
like the way the
paint was peeling
on a sign or the
specific shade of
green on a
vintage Jaguar.
Subtle Humor:

Egan often pokes
gentle fun at his
own obsessions,
making him
relatable to
every car
enthusiast who
has ever taken a
"scenic route"
that was
anything but
direct.
Nostalgia
Without
Sentimentality:
He respects the
past but doesn’t
wallow in it. He
encourages
readers to
appreciate
history while
living in the
present.
Personal
Connection:
The column often
included
references to his
own cars or his
friends,
grounding the
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historical
narrative in a
personal reality.

The
Broader
Appeal of
Side
Glances
The reason Road And
Track On Peter Egan
S  S i d e  G l a n c e s
Brooklands  resonates
so  deeply  is  that  it
represents the best of
wha t  au tomot i ve
journalism  can  be.  In
an age of clickbait and
hurried reviews, Egan’s
w o r k  s t a n d s  a s  a
reminder that cars are
vessels for story. They
take us places, not just
geographically,  but
emotionally.

His  readers  were  not
just  learning  about
Brooklands;  they were
learning  about  the
value  of  stopping  to
look, of listening to old
engines, and of valuing
craftsmanship. Egan is
the writer you turn to
when  you  want  to
remember why you fell
in love with cars in the
first  place.  He  strips
away  the  no ise  o f
modern  motoring—the
s p e c  s h e e t s ,  t h e
horsepower  wars,  the
i n f o t a i n m e n t
screens—and  focuses
on the essence of the
drive.
When  writing  about
Brooklands,  Egan  was
able to tap into a deep
well of cultural history.
He explained why the
track  mattered  to
England  and  why  it
should  matter  to  the
world.  He  did  this  by
telling  stories  about
the  people.  He  wrote
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about John Cobb,  who
set land speed records
on  the  banking.  He
w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e
working-class fans who
saved their shillings to
watch  the  races.  He
w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e
mechanics  who  kept
the  cars  running  with
b a l i n g  w i r e  a n d
ingenuity.

Why the
Brooklan
ds
Column
Feels
Timeless
Reading  Road  And
Track On Peter Egan
S  S i d e  G l a n c e s
Brooklands  today
feels like discovering a

t ime  capsule .  The
column  was  originally
published  in  an  era
when many of the old
tracks  were  being
demolished  or  falling
i n t o  d i s r e p a i r .
Brooklands  itself  had
already  been  partially
lost  to  an airport  and
i n d u s t r i a l
development.  Yet,
Egan’s writing gave it a
digital immortality.
He  a rgued ,  i n  h i s
gentle way, that places
like  Brooklands  are
wor th  p reserv ing
b e c a u s e  t h e y
represent the pinnacle
of  human  daring.  He
made the case that the
banked concrete was a
cultural artifact, just as
impor tan t  as  any
museum  painting  or
symphony.  This  is  the
power of great writing.
It elevates the physical
object into a symbol of
something larger.
Egan’s  perspective  on
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Brooklands also tapped
into  the  transatlantic
fascination  between
American  and  British
car  cu l ture .  As  an
American  writer  for  a
major car magazine, he
brought a fresh set of
e y e s  t o  a  B r i t i s h
institution. He was not
jaded by its proximity;
he  was  enchanted  by
its  exoticism.  This
made  the  co lumn
incredibly accessible to
American readers who
might  never  v i s i t
England but could still
feel  the  pul l  of  the
t rack  th rough  h i s
words.

The
Legacy of
Peter

Egan and
Road &
Track
Peter Egan retired from
writing his regular Side
Glances  column  in
2020,  but  his  influence
remains  immense.  He
h a s  i n s p i r e d  a
generation of writers to
focus  on  narrat ive
rather  than  numbers.
His  work  is  frequently
c i t e d  a s  t h e  g o l d
standard for magazine
feature writing.
The  specific
intersection  of  Road
And Track On Peter
Egan S Side Glances
Brooklands  continues
t o  b e  a  t o p i c  o f
discussion among fans.
It  is  often  mentioned
on  forums  and  in  car
c lubs  as  a  per fect
example  of  how  to
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write  about  a  historic
track. Enthusiasts who
visit  Brooklands  today
often  carry  a  copy  of
that column with them,
using it  as a guide to
see  the  track  through
Egan’s eyes.
His legacy is also one
of  consistency.  For
thirty-three  years,
E g a n  d e l i v e r e d  a
monthly  column  that
was  always  readable,
always thoughtful, and
always  t rue  to  h is
voice. He never chased
trends. He wrote about
old  MGs,  Lotus  Elans,
Harley-Davidsons,  and
t h e  j o y  o f  a  g o o d
garage heater. In doing
so, he created a body
of work that feels like a
long conversation with
a wise and witty friend.

How

Egan’s
Writing
Shapes
Our View
of Motor
Racing
History
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
significant
contributions of Egan’s
w o r k  i s  h o w  i t
democratizes  history.
You do not need to be
a  rac ing  expert  to
e n j o y  R o a d  A n d
Track On Peter Egan
S  S i d e  G l a n c e s
Brooklands. He writes
f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l
enthusiast—the person
who  loves  cars  but
maybe  doesn't  know
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the  exact  bore  and
s t roke  o f  a  1920s
Bentley  engine.
He  focuses  on  the
sensory experience. He
describes the smell  of
old oil and damp grass.
He  writes  about  the
texture of the concrete
underfoot. He imagines
the  vibration  of  the
t r a c k  a s  t h e  c a r s
p a s s e d  b y .  T h i s
sensory  richness  is
what  makes  his  work
so immersive. You are
not just reading about
Brooklands;  you  are
walking  it  with  him.
Furthermore,  Egan’s
approach  encourages
p rese rva t i on .  By
writ ing  so  lovingly
about  Brooklands,  he
inspired  readers  to
care about automotive
heritage.  Many people
who read that column
went  on  to  support
h is tor ic  rac ing  or
preservation  societies.
The pen,  in this  case,

was truly mightier than
the wrench.

Applying
Egan’s
Philosoph
y to
Modern
Motoring
I n  t h e  c u r r e n t
automotive  landscape,
dominated  by  electric
vehicles,  autonomous
d r i v i n g ,  a n d
subscription  services,
the lessons from Road
And Track On Peter
Egan S Side Glances
Brooklands  are  more
relevant  than  ever.
Egan  reminds  us  that
the soul of motoring is
not  in  the  drivetrain,
but  in  the  journey.
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W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
d r i v i n g  a  1 9 2 0 s
Bentley  or  a  modern
electric  car,  the  joy
c o m e s  f r o m  t h e
freedom  of  the  road
and the connection to
the landscape.
His writing encourages
us  to  slow  down  and
look around. When we
v i s i t  a  p l a c e  l i k e
Brooklands, we are not
just  sightseeing;  we
are  communing  with
h i s t o r y .  W e  a r e
s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e
footsteps  of  giants.
Egan’s work teaches us
t o  r e s p e c t  t h a t
connection and to pass
i t  o n  t o  t h e  n e x t
generation of drivers.

Conclusio
n: A

Perfect
Converge
nce of
Writer,
Place,
and
Magazine
The  magic  of  Road
And Track On Peter
Egan S Side Glances
Brooklands lies in the
perfect alignment of an
exceptional  writer,  a
storied publication, and
a  hallowed  piece  of
ground.  Peter  Egan
was the ideal guide to
t a k e  r e a d e r s  t o
Brooklands because he
understood that a race
track is not just a place
of  competition,  but  a
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theat re  o f  human
drama.
H i s  S i d e  G l a n c e s
co lumn  remains  a
b e n c h m a r k  f o r
automotive  writing.  It
is  proof  that  the  best
stories  are  not  about
things,  but  about  the
meaning we attach to
them.  Brooklands  is  a

concrete monument to
speed and bravery, but
in Peter Egan’s hands,
it  became  a  mirror
reflecting our own love
for the automobile. For
anyone  seeking  to
understand  the  heart
of car culture, reading
h i s  w o r d s  i s  a n
essential  journey.


