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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
POWER OF
MORRIE'S LAST
CLASS

F e w  b o o k s  h a v e
touched  the  hearts  of
readers  as  deeply  as
M i t c h  A l b o m ' s
Tuesdays  with  Morrie.
The memoir chronicles
the  final  months  of
Morrie  Schwartz,  a
beloved  sociology
professor,  as he faces
amyotrophic  lateral
sclerosis  (ALS)  with
grace,  humor,  and

profound  wisdom.
What makes the book
so timeless is not just
the  story  of  a  dying
man, but the universal
lessons  he  imparts
about  love ,  work ,
aging, and what it truly
m e a n s  t o  l i v e  a
meaningful  l i fe.
Readers  often  find
themselves  returning
to  specific  passages,
underlining  sentences
that  feel  like  sudden
clarifications  of  their
o w n  u n s p o k e n
questions. That is why
searches for Tuesdays
with  Morrie  quotes
with  page  numbers
remain  so  popular.
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People  want  to  locate
that  perfect  line for  a
journal, a speech, or a
moment  of  reflection.
In this article, we have
gathered  some of  the
most  powerful  quotes
from  the  book  and
paired them with their
page numbers from the
o r i g i n a l  1 9 9 7
Doubleday  hardcover
e d i t i o n  ( I S B N
0-385-48451-8). Please
keep  in  mind  that
paperback, Kindle, and
later editions may have
slightly  different
pagination,  so  these
page numbers serve as
a reliable guide for the
original text.

THE MOST
MEMORABLE
"TUESDAYS WITH
MORRIE" QUOTES,
ORGANIZED BY
THEME

On Death
and
Dying
Morrie  believed  that
death is a natural part
o f  l i f e ,  a n d  t h a t
acknowledging  our
mortality actually helps
us live more fully. One
of his  most frequently
quoted  lines  appears
early  in  the  book:

"Once  you
learn  how
to die, you
learn  how
t o  l i v e . "
(Page 82)

T h i s  s e n t e n c e
encapsulates  Morrie's
entire  approach.  He
does not see death as
s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e
f e a r e d ,  b u t  a s  a
t e a c h e r .  H e
encourages Mitch—and
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the reader—to confront
the end not with dread,
but  with  openness.
Another  power fu l
reflection  on  mortality
comes  when  Morrie
discusses  the "tension
of opposites":

" D o  n o t
w i t h e r
b e c a u s e
y o u  a r e
a f ra id  o f
dying.  You
can  be  as
strong  as
you  want
t o  b e . "
(Page 98)

Morrie  also  challenges
the  modern  tendency
to  avoid  the  subject
altogether. He says:

"Everyone
k n o w s
t h e y ' r e
g o i n g  t o
d i e ,  b u t
n o b o d y

b e l i e v e s
it."  (Page
81)

This quote reminds us
t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l
awareness  is  not  the
same  as  emotional
acceptance.  By  truly
believing  in  our  own
mortality, we can stop
wasting time on trivial
pursuits.

On Love
and
Relations
hips
Love  is  the  central
theme  of  Morrie's  final
lessons. He insists that
love  is  the  only  thing
that  remains  when
everything  else  is
stripped away. One of
the  most  poignant
quotes  in  the  book
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appea r s  du r i ng  a
conversation about the
importance  of  human
connection:

"The  most
important
thing in life
is  to  learn
how to give
out  love,
and to let it
come  in."
(Page  52)

Morrie  is  not  talking
about  romantic  love
alone,  but  about  a
universal  openness  to
caring  for  others.  He
also warns against the
emotional  detachment
that  modern  society
often  encourages:

" L o v e  i s
t h e  o n l y
r a t i o n a l
act."  (Page
52)

Later ,  when  Mitch

worries  about  how  to
ba lance  love  wi th
career  ambit ions,
Morrie  offers  this
gentle but firm advice:

"There  is
no  formula
t o
relationshi
ps .  They
have to be
negotiated
in  lov ing
w a y s . "
(Page 145)

Page  167  contains
another  memorable
line about love, spoken
while Morrie is lying in
bed,  barely  able  to
move:

"The  way
y o u  g e t
m e a n i n g
into  your
l i f e  i s  t o
d e v o t e
yourself  to
l o v i n g
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o t h e r s ,
d e v o t e
yourself  to
y o u r
community
a r o u n d
you ,  and
d e v o t e
yourself  to
c r e a t i n g
something
that  gives
y o u
p u r p o s e
a n d
meaning."
(Page 167)

On
Money,
Success,
and

Materialis
m
Morrie's  critique  of
American  culture's
obsession  with  wealth
and  status  resonates
strongly  with  readers
who  feel  trapped  by
the  " rat  race."  He
p o i n t s  o u t  t h e
emptiness  that  often
accompanies  material
gain:

"Money  is
n o t  a
substitute
f o r
tenderness
,  a n d
p o w e r  i s
n o t  a
substitute
f o r
tenderness
. "  ( P a g e
127)

He goes on to explain
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that many people buy
things  they  do  not
need to impress people
they  do  not  like.  On
page  124 ,  Mor r i e
identifies  the  real
problem:

" W e  p u t
our  values
i n  t h e
w r o n g
things. And
it  leads  to
v e r y
t r o u b l e d
l i v e s . "
(Page 124)

For  those  who  feel
p r e s s u r e d  t o
accumulate  more,
Morrie  offers  a
liberating  perspective:

" T h e
culture  we
have  does
not  make
people feel
good about
themselves

.  And  you
have to be
s t r o n g
enough  to
say  if  the
c u l t u r e
d o e s n ' t
work, don't
b u y  i t . "
(Page 35)

On Aging
and the
Fear of
Growing
Old
Whi le  many  dread
getting  older,  Morrie
sees aging as a stage
of growth, not decline.
When Mitch comments
that he himself is "old"
at  thirty-seven,  Morrie
laughs  and  offers  this
insight:
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"Do not be
fooled  by
t h e  f a c t
t h a t  y o u
are  young.
There is so
m u c h  t o
l e a r n . "
(Page 95)

He also challenges the
idea  that  youth  i s
superior,  saying:

"You  can't
substitute
m a t e r i a l
things  for
love  or  for
gentleness
o r  f o r
tenderness
o r  f o r  a
s e n s e  o f
comradesh
ip."  (Page
128)

But  perhaps  the  most
liberating  quote  about
aging  comes  on  page
100:

"The  truth
i s ,  y o u
don't  get
to  be  o ld
and  w ise
w i t h o u t
first  being
young  and
s t u p i d . "
(Page 100)

M o r r i e  u r g e s  h i s
student  to  embrace
every  decade  of  life,
because  each  has  its
own gifts.

On
Suffering
and
Vulnerabi
lity
A s  h i s  b o d y
deteriorates,  Morrie
does not pretend to be
cheerful  all  the  time.
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He  cr ies ,  he  fee ls
frustrated,  and  he
admits to fear. In doing
so,  he  teaches  that
vulnerability  is  not
weakness.  One  of  the
m o s t  e m o t i o n a l
passages  in  the  book
occurs  when  Morrie
lets himself weep fully:

" I f  y o u
really want
t o  k n o w
w h a t  i t
feels like to
b e  a
h u m a n
being,  you
h a v e  t o
l ove  and
you  have
t o  c r y . "
(Page 103)

He also  comments  on
the cultural pressure to
hide pain:

" W h a t ' s
wrong with
crying?  It's

better than
laugh ing ,
b e c a u s e
y o u ' r e
r e a l l y
f e e l i n g . "
(Page 103)

Morrie teaches that we
cannot  control  what
happens to us, but we
can  control  how  we
respond. This quote on
page 149 is particularly
powerful:

"As long as
w e  c a n
love  each
other,  and
remember
the  feeling
of  love  we
h a d ,  w e
c a n  d i e
w i t h o u t
ever  really
g o i n g
a w a y . "
(Page 149)
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On
Forgivene
ss and
Letting
Go
Forgiveness,  both  of
others  and of  oneself,
is a recurring theme in
t h e  T u e s d a y
conversations.  Morrie
shares a personal story
about forgiveness that
resonates deeply:

"We  need
to  forgive
ourselves.
For  all  the
things  we
didn't  do.
A l l  t h e
things  we
s h o u l d
have done.
You  can't

get  stuck
o n  t h e
regrets  of
w h a t
s h o u l d
h a v e
happened."
(Page 167)

He  also  encourages
making  peace  with
people  while  we  still
have time:

" M a k e
peace  with
y o u r s e l f .
M a k e
peace  with
everybody.
"  ( P a g e
168)

T h i s  l e a d s  t o  t h e
b r o a d e r  i d e a  o f
detachment,  which
Morrie does not see as
a lack of emotion, but
as a way to experience
feelings  fully  without
letting  them  consume
us. He says:
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"If you hold
b a c k  o n
t h e
emotions—
if you don't
a l l o w
yourself  to
go  all  the
w a y
t h r o u g h
them—you
can  never
g e t  t o
b e i n g
detached,
you're  too
busy being
a f r a i d . "
(Page 105)

HOW TO USE
THESE PAGE
NUMBERS
EFFECTIVELY

When  searching  for
T u e s d a y s  w i t h
Morrie  quotes  with
page  numbers ,  i t
helps to have a specific
edition  in  mind.  Most
hardcover  cop ies

printed  between  1997
and  2000  follow  the
same  pagination  used
here. If you are using a
l a t e r  p a p e r b a c k
edition, you may need
t o  s e a r c h  b y  t h e
s u r r o u n d i n g
paragraphs  or  use  an
online  concordance.
Many  educators  and
book  c lub  leaders
ass i gn  quo tes  by
chapter  rather  than
page,  since  chapter
n u m b e r s  s t a y
consistent  across  all
editions.
To  make  your  own
collection,  consider
w r i t i n g  d o w n  t h e
chapter title along with
the page number.  For
instance, the quote on
love (page 52) appears
in "The Third Tuesday:
We  Talk  About  Love."
The quote about death
(page  82)  occurs  in
"The Fifth Tuesday: We
Talk About Death." This
d u a l  m e t h o d  o f
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referencing  ensures
you  can  find  the
passage  quickly,  even
in a different format.

WHY THESE
QUOTES CONTINUE
TO RESONATE

T h e  e n d u r i n g
popularity of Tuesdays
with  Morrie  lies  in  its
refusal  to  offer  easy
answers.  Morrie  does
n o t  p r e a c h ;  h e
questions. He does not
c l a i m  t o  h a v e
conquered  death;  he
s imply  shares  h is
honest  experience  of
living  with  it.  Each  of
these  Tuesdays with
M o r r i e  q u o t e s
functions  as  a  small
mirror,  reflecting  the
reader's  own  fears,
h o p e s ,  a n d
u n e x a m i n e d
assumptions.
In an era dominated by
d ig i t a l  no i se  and
constant  distraction,

Morrie's voice reminds
us  to  slow  down.  His
words  encourage
introspection  rather
than  consumption.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
revisiting  the  book
after  many  years  or
opening  it  for  the  first
time, these quotes with
their  page  numbers
offer  a  trusted  path
back to the heart of the
story.

CONCLUSION: A
FINAL WORD FROM
MORRIE

As the book draws to a
close,  Morrie  leaves
Mitch  with  a  blessing
that sums up his entire
philosophy of life. It is
a  fitting  end  to  any
a r t i c l e  a b o u t
meaningful quotations:

" B e
compassio
nate.  And
t a k e
responsibili
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ty for each
other. If we
o n l y
l e a r n e d
t h o s e
l e s s o n s ,
this  world
would  be
s o  m u c h
b e t t e r  a
p l a c e . "
(Page 186)

By  holding  onto  the
lessons  of  Tuesdays

with  Morrie,  we  carry
his  wisdom  forward.
These Tuesdays with
Morrie  quotes  with
page  numbers  are
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t
citations—they  are
invitations to live more
fully, love more deeply,
and die without regret.
As  Morr ie  h imse l f
would  say ,  "When
you're  in  bed,  you're
dead." So get up, love,
and live.


