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INTRODUCTION:
THE URGENT
RELEVANCE OF
“NEED” IN
TODAY’S DIGITAL
AGE

In a world where every
scroll,  like,  and  share
l e a v e s  a  d i g i t a l
footprint,  few  novels
capture  the  chilling
intersection  of  social
media,  privacy,  and
human desperation  as
powerfully  as  “Need”
b y  J o e l l e
C h a r b o n n e a u .
Published in 2015, this
young adult thriller has
o n l y  g r o w n  m o r e
prescient as our online

l i v e s  b e c o m e
i n c r e a s i n g l y
intertwined  with  real-
world  consequences.
The  phrase  “Need
Joelle Charbonneau”
echoes  not  merely  a
desi re  to  read  her
work,  but  a  genuine
n e c e s s i t y  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
cautionary  tales  she
weaves.  Whether  you
are  a  longtime fan  of
the  author’s  Testing
trilogy or a newcomer
seeking  a  gripping,
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g
p a g e - t u r n e r ,
Charbonneau’s  Need
offers  an  experience
t h a t  i s  b o t h
en te r ta in ing  and
deeply unsettling. This
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article  explores  why
readers  and  critics
alike  find  themselves
say ing  they  need
Joelle  Charbonneau
i n  t h e i r  l i t e r a r y
diet—and  why  that
need  has  never  been
greater.

WHO IS JOELLE
CHARBONNEAU? A
BRIEF LOOK AT
THE AUTHOR
BEHIND THE
PHENOMENON

Joelle  Charbonneau  is
an  American  author
best  known  for  her
young adult  dystopian
series The Testing, but
her repertoire extends
far  beyond  a  single
t r i l o g y .  W i t h  a
background  in  opera
a n d  a  k n a c k  f o r
b u i l d i n g  t e n s e ,
c h a r a c t e r - d r i v e n
n a r r a t i v e s ,
Charbonneau  has
carved  a  niche  for

herself in the YA thriller
and  science  fiction
genres.  Her  works
often  explore  themes
of  power,  corruption,
surveillance,  and  the
moral  compromises
people  make  when
pushed to their  limits.
The  novel  “Need”
s t a n d s  o u t  a s  a
standalone thriller that
trades  the  futuristic
setting of  The Testing
for  a  contemporary
l a n d s c a p e — o n e
d o m i n a t e d  b y
smartphones,  social
networks,  and  the
invisible  algorithms
that  decide  what  we
see and want.
For  readers  who have
f o l l o w e d
Charbonneau’s  career,
the  phrase  “need
Joelle Charbonneau”
might  first  bring  to
mind  the  addictive
tension  of  Graduation
Day  or  the  eth ica l
d i l e m m a s  o f
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Independent Study. Yet
Need  represents  a
shift: it is a standalone
novel that feels urgent,
i m m e d i a t e ,  a n d
disturbingly  plausible.
In  a  market  flooded
with dystopian futures,
Charbonneau dared to
w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e
dys top ia  a l ready
u n f o l d i n g  i n  o u r
pockets.

INSIDE “NEED”: A
THRILLER THAT
HITS CLOSE TO
HOME

Plot
Overview
: What
Happens

When We
Trade
Privacy
for
Convenie
nce?
Need  centers  on  a
social  media  platform
called NEED, launched
in  a  small  Wisconsin
town.  The  premise  is
deceptively  simple:
users  post  what  they
require—new shoes,  a
t u t o r ,  a  r i d e  t o
school—and  NEED
promises to fulfill those
desires.  In  return,  the
platform asks for small
favors :  wear ing  a
t r a c k i n g  d e v i c e ,
completing surveys, or
sharing personal  data.
At  first,  the  system
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seems miraculous. But
as teenagers  begin to
disappear  and  the
demands  escalate,  it
becomes  clear  that
N E E D  i s  n o t  a
benevolent  service;  it
is  a  dangerous  game
where the currency is
privacy and the stakes
are lives.
The  p ro tagon i s t ,
Kaylee, is a high school
student grappling with
grief after her brother’s
death.  She  becomes
involved  with  NEED
hoping to find answers,
but instead uncovers a
web  of  manipulation
t h a t  t h r e a t e n s
everyone  she  loves.
C h a r b o n n e a u
masterful ly  bui lds
suspense  by  showing
h o w  o r d i n a r y
teens—desperate  for
s t a t u s ,  l o v e ,  o r
r e l i e f — w i l l i n g l y
s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r
autonomy. The result is
a  novel  that  functions

as  both  a  gr ipping
mystery  and  a  stark
warning.

Themes
That
Resonate
: Privacy,
Manipulat
ion, and
Collective
Responsi
bility
One  reason  readers
say  they  need Joelle
Charbonneau  is  her
a b i l i t y  t o  e m b e d
p r o f o u n d  s o c i a l
commentary  within  a
fast-paced  thriller.
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Need  tackles  several
themes that are more
relevant  today  than
ever:

Data Privacy:
The novel
predates the
Cambridge
Analytica scandal
and the rise of
pervasive ad
tracking, yet it
anticipates the
trade-offs people
make for
convenience.
Charbonneau
forces readers to
ask: what are
you willing to
give up for
something
“free”?
Social Media
Addiction:
Kaylee and her
friends are
constantly
checking their
phones, anxious
about likes and
responses. The

app NEED
exploits that
addiction,
turning
validation into a
commodity.
Moral
Compromise:
Characters justify
small
betrayals—sharin
g a friend’s
secret,
completing a
creepy
task—because
the reward
seems worth it.
The novel shows
how moral
boundaries erode
when everyone
else is doing the
same.
Community vs.
Corporation:
NEED is run by
an enigmatic
company that
seems beyond
the reach of law.
The story
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explores how
local
communities can
fight back
against powerful,
faceless entities.

These  themes  are
woven  so  seamlessly
into the plot that Need
never  fee l s  l i ke  a
lecture.  Instead,  it
immerses readers in a
nightmare  that  feels
just a few clicks away.

WHY YOU NEED
JOELLE
CHARBONNEAU:
THE AUTHOR’S
UNIQUE APPEAL

Master of
Suspense
and

Character
Charbonneau’s  writing
style is often described
a s  “ t i g h t ”  a n d
“unputdownable.”  She
excels  at  creat ing
relatable  protagonists
who are  flawed,  brave,
and  smart  enough  to
question  the  world
around them. In Need,
Kaylee is not a perfect
h e r o i n e ;  s h e  i s
grieving,  impulsive,
and sometimes makes
reckless  decisions.
That realism makes her
journey  all  the  more
compel l ing.  When
readers say they need
Joelle  Charbonneau,
they are often referring
t o  t h i s  r a r e
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
empathy  and  tension.
She  makes  you  care
about  the  characters
while  simultaneously
making  your  heart
race.
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A Bridge
Between
Dystopia
n and
Contemp
orary
For fans of The Testing
trilogy,  Need  offers  a
different  flavor  but  the
s a m e  u n d e r l y i n g
concern: what happens
when  systems  meant
to  help  us  actual ly
control us? The Testing
universe  envisioned  a
post-war society where
students  compete  in
deadly  exams  for  a
chance  at  leadership.
Need  updates  that
anxiety  for  the  digital
a g e .  B o t h  s e r i e s
feature  young  people
trapped  in  systems

that  exp lo i t  the i r
ambition  and  fear.
Charbonneau’s  ability
to  toggle  between
n e a r - f u t u r e  a n d
present-day settings is
a  testament  to  her
versatility. If you enjoy
Black  Mirror  or  The
Circle,  you  will  find
yourself  saying  you
n e e d  J o e l l e
Charbonneau  to  fill
that niche in YA fiction.

Standalo
ne
Accessibil
ity
Unlike many YA series
that  require  a  trilogy
commitment, Need is a
complete  narrative  in
one  vo lume .  Th i s
makes it an ideal entry
point for new readers.
You  can  pick  i t  up,
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devour it in a weekend,
a n d  c o m e  a w a y
satisfied—but  also
eager  fo r  more  o f
Charbonneau’s  work.
Many readers who start
wi th  Need  qu ick ly
move on to The Testing
or  her  other  thrillers
like  Verity  (not  to  be
confused  with  Colleen
Hoover’s  novel)  and
Going  Vintage.  The
phrase  “need  Joelle
Charbonneau”  often
b e c o m e s  a  s e l f -
fulfilling  prophecy:
once you read one, you
need more.

HOW “NEED”
SPEAKS TO
CURRENT EVENTS
AND DIGITAL
CULTURE

Since  its  publication,
Need  has  only  gained
in relevance. In an era
of  deepfakes,  data
b r e a c h e s ,  a n d
a l g o r i t h m i c
manipulat ion,  the

novel’s  premise  no
l o n g e r  f e e l s  l i k e
science  fiction.
Consider  the  following
parallels:

Influencer
Culture: The
characters in
Need are willing
to perform
humiliating tasks
for likes and
followers. This
mirrors real-
world influencer
stunts and the
pressure to
maintain an
online persona.
Consent and
Data
Harvesting:
NEED asks for
“permission” to
track users, just
as apps today
do. Yet few read
the terms of
service.
Charbonneau
dramatizes the
consequences of
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that indifference.
Disappearance
s and Online
Predation: The
novel touches on
how predators
can use social
platforms to
isolate and
exploit
vulnerable teens.
While the plot is
fictional, the
fears are real.

For  educators  and
p a r e n t s ,
recommending  Need
c a n  s p a r k
conversations  about
digital  l iteracy  and
critical thinking. It is a
book  that  entertains
while  educating—a
rare feat that explains
why  critics  insist  we
n e e d  J o e l l e
Charbonneau  i n
c l a s s r o o m s  a n d
libraries.

WHERE TO START:
A READING GUIDE
FOR NEWCOMERS

If  the  phrase  “Need
Joelle Charbonneau”
h a s  p i q u e d  y o u r
interest, here are some
recommended  entry
p o i n t s  i n t o  h e r
bibliography:

Start with1.
Need itself. It is
standalone, fast-
paced, and a
perfect
introduction to
her style. You will
finish it wanting
more.
Move to The2.
Testing trilogy.
If you enjoy
dystopian worlds
with high stakes,
begin with The
Testing. It shares
thematic DNA
with Need but
offers a larger,
multi-book arc.
Try her other3.
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standalones.
Verity (a
psychological
thriller) and
Going Vintage (a
lighter
contemporary)
show her range.
Look for her4.
latest works.
Charbonneau
continues to
write; keep an
eye on her
website or social
media for new
releases.

Each  book  reinforces
why readers  feel  they
n e e d  J o e l l e
Charbonneau:  her
a b i l i t y  t o  c r a f t
suspenseful,  morally
complex  stories  that
linger  long  after  the
final page.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING NEED
FOR JOELLE

CHARBONNEAU

I n  a n  a g e  w h e r e
content is consumed at
lightning speed, books
that make us stop and
think  are  precious.
“Need”  is  one  such
b o o k ,  a n d  J o e l l e
Charbonneau  is  an
author  whose  work
deserves a permanent
place  on  your  shelf.
Whether you are drawn
to  the  chilling  realism
of  her  social  media
thriller,  the  relentless
action  of  The Testing,
or  the quiet  humanity
of her characters, there
i s  no  deny ing  the
i m p a c t  o f  h e r
storytelling.  The  next
t i m e  y o u  h e a r
someone  say  they
n e e d  J o e l l e
Charbonneau,  know
that  they  are  talking
about  more  than  a
reading  list—they  are
talking about a literary
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t
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challenges, thrills,  and
ultimately  enlightens.
Pick  up  Need  today,
a n d  d i s c o v e r  f o r

yourse l f  why  th i s
author  is  a  necessary
voice  in  modern  YA
fiction.


