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TEARDROPS ON MY GUITAR TAYLOR SWIFT UKULELE
CHORDS: A COMPLETE GUIDE FOR BEGINNERS

Few songs capture the bittersweet ache of unrequited love quite
like  Taylor  Swift’s  breakout  hit  “Teardrops on My Guitar.”
Released in 2006 as the second single from her self-titled debut
album, the track immediately resonated with millions of listeners
who recognized their own feelings in its vulnerable lyrics. Over
the years, it has become a staple for singer-songwriters and a
favorite among ukulele players. The gentle, melodic quality of the
ukulele pairs beautifully with the song’s emotional depth, making
Teardrops  On My Guitar  Taylor  Swift  ukulele  chords  a
popular search term for musicians looking to learn this classic
tune.  In  this  comprehensive  article,  we  will  explore  the
background of the song, break down the chords and strumming
patterns for the ukulele, and provide tips that will help you play it
with feeling and accuracy.

The Story Behind the Song
Taylor Swift wrote “Teardrops on My Guitar”  with Liz Rose
during her early days in Nashville. The song tells the story of a
girl who is secretly in love with a boy named Drew, who only sees
her as a friend. Swift drew from her own experiences in high
school, and the result is a narrative that feels both personal and
universal. The song’s gentle acoustic arrangement set the stage
for  Swift’s  signature  storytelling  style,  which  would  later  define
her  entire  career.  When you play Teardrops On My Guitar
Taylor  Swift  ukulele  chords,  you  are  not  just  learning  a
progression – you are stepping into a moment of honest teenage
emotion. The ukulele’s soft voice adds an extra layer of intimacy,
making the song even more poignant.

Why the Ukulele is Perfect
for This Song
The ukulele has become one of the most accessible instruments
for beginners and advanced players alike. Its bright, warm timbre
and manageable four strings make it ideal for folk-pop songs like
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“Teardrops  on  My  Guitar.”  Unlike  a  guitar,  the  ukulele’s
smaller  fretboard allows for  easier  chord transitions,  which is
especially  helpful  when  you  are  first  learning  Taylor  Swift
ukulele chords. Moreover, many of the chords used in this song
are open chords that require only a few fingers, so you can focus
on your strumming and dynamics rather than complex fingerings.
For these reasons, countless musicians turn to the ukulele when
they want to capture the song’s delicate atmosphere.
Additionally,  the  ukulele’s  tuning  (G-C-E-A)  naturally
complements the key of the song. In the original recording, Swift
plays in G major with a capo on the fourth fret (effectively playing
in B major), but on the ukulele you can stay in the key of C or G
without  a  capo.  This  flexibility  allows  you  to  choose  the  version
that feels most comfortable for your voice or playing style. The
most  common  arrangement  for  Teardrops  On  My  Guitar
Taylor Swift ukulele chords uses the key of C, which is one of
the easiest keys on the instrument.

ESSENTIAL UKULELE CHORDS FOR TEARDROPS ON
MY GUITAR

To  play  the  song  from  start  to  finish,  you  only  need  four  basic
chords. If  you are new to the ukulele, take a few minutes to
practice  these  shapes  until  you  can  switch  between  them
smoothly.  Below is  a  breakdown of  each  chord  and its  fingering
on a standard soprano, concert, or tenor ukulele (tuned G-C-E-A).

C Major
Fingering: Place your ring finger on the third fret of the
bottom string (A string). Let the other strings (G, C, E) ring
open.
Sound: Bright and open, the C major chord is the
foundation of many pop songs.
Tip: Avoid touching the C (third) string with your finger –
keep it free to vibrate fully.

G Major
Fingering: Place your index finger on the second fret of
the C string, your middle finger on the second fret of the E
string, and your ring finger on the third fret of the A string.
Alternatively, you can barre the second fret with your index
finger and press the third fret with your ring finger – many
ukulele players find the three-finger shape easier.
Sound: Bright and full, G major adds energy to the song.
Tip: Strum from the G string downward for the richest
sound.

Am (A Minor)
Fingering: Place your middle finger on the second fret of
the fourth string (G string). Let the other three strings ring
open.
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Sound: Sad and contemplative, the Am chord mirrors the
song’s emotional weight.
Tip: This is one of the easiest chords on the ukulele – keep
your finger light and arched.

F Major
Fingering: Place your index finger on the first fret of the
second string (E string) and your middle finger on the
second fret of the top string (G string). Strum all four
strings.
Sound: Slightly softer than the others, F major adds a
sense of resolve.
Tip: Make sure your fingers do not mute the open C and A
strings.

If you prefer to play in the original G major key, you can use
these chords instead: G, D, Em, and C. However, for most ukulele
players, the C–G–Am–F progression is easier and sounds just as
lovely.  Many  tutorials  for  Teardrops  On My Guitar  Taylor
Swift ukulele chords recommend the C-major version because
it avoids the trickier G barre shape and keeps everything in the
first three frets.

CHORD PROGRESSION AND SONG STRUCTURE

Now that you know the chords, let’s map them to the song. The
entire piece follows a simple pattern that repeats throughout the
verses  and choruses.  Each chord  typically  lasts  one measure

(four beats),  though you may hold some chords longer in the
chorus.

Verse Progression
The verse uses a gentle back-and-forth between C and G, then
moves to Am and F. On a ukulele, it sounds like this:

C – G – Am – F (repeat for each verse line)

For  the  first  verse  (“He  says  he’s  so  in  love,  he’s  finally  got  it
right...”), strum each chord with four downstrokes per measure,
keeping  a  steady pulse.  The song has  a  consistent  4/4  time
signature, so it is easy to fall into a comfortable rhythm.

Chorus Progression
The chorus is where the emotional release happens. The chord
pattern stays the same, but you may add emphasis by playing
louder or using a fuller strum.

C – G – Am – F

During the chorus, Swift sings, “He’s the reason for the teardrops
on  my  guitar.”  On  the  word  “guitar,”  you  return  to  C.  The
simplicity  of  the  progression  allows  you  to  focus  on  your
dynamics and expression.
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Bridge and Outro
The  bridge  (“I  drive  down  different  roads...”)  uses  the  same
chords but often feels more intense. Many ukulele players add a
little pause or arpeggio here to mimic Swift’s original production.
The outro fades out with a slow, gentle repetition of the C chord,
so you can let the last notes ring.
Remember, Teardrops On My Guitar Taylor Swift ukulele
chords are not just about which frets to press – they are about
conveying a story. Experiment with the pace of your changes and
the volume of your strumming to match the mood of the lyrics.

STRUMMING PATTERNS AND TECHNIQUES

One of the secrets to making this song sound authentic on the
u k u l e l e  i s  y o u r  s t r u m m i n g  h a n d .  A  s i m p l e
down‑down‑up‑up‑down pattern works beautifully,  but you can
also adapt it to your skill level.

Beginner Strumming
Pattern

Down, Down, Down, Down (four downstrokes per chord)1.
Down‑Down‑Up‑Down‑Up (for a more rhythmic feel)2.

Practicing the second pattern (D‑D‑U‑D‑U) will give the song a
gentle  swing.  Keep  your  wrist  loose  and  let  your  strumming

fingers or pick glide across the strings. Do not worry about speed
first; consistency matters more.

Intermediate Strumming
Pattern
Once  you  feel  confident  with  the  basic  pattern,  try  adding  a
muted strum or a “chuck” in place of a downstroke. For example:
D‑X‑U‑D‑U (where X is a muted strum). This percussive technique
adds texture  and mimics  the guitar’s  original  rhythm.  It  is  a
favorite among ukulele players covering Taylor Swift ukulele
chords.

Fingerpicking Option
For  a  more  intimate  performance,  you  can  fingerpick  the
arpeggios. Pluck the strings in this order for each chord: G string
(fourth),  C  string  (third),  E  string  (second),  A  string  (first).  This
pattern  creates  a  cascading  effect  that  suits  the  song’s
melancholy  tone.  It  is  especially  effective  during the verses  and
the bridge.

TIPS FOR LEARNING AND MASTERING THE SONG

Slow down: Use a metronome or a backing track to play at
half speed. Speed will come naturally with practice.
Sing while playing: Even if you are shy, humming or
singing the lyrics will help you internalize the chord
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changes. It also trains your ear to


